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Sometimes my back hurts, or 
my knees ache. My joints get stiff 
all the time. You can blame it on...

Gabbing with Grunt 

If you are not from the USA, 
but are here for some reason and 
would like to study or improve 
your English, I have a good tip to 
give you.

Black Hawk program...ESL
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It’s that favorite time of the 

year for our immune systems – flu 
shots.

 Flu season is already upon us 
and if you haven’t noticed, stores 
are already displaying....

Is the flu shot right for you?

When doing research for 
recipes that appeal to college 
students, it is believed that the 
college student diet consists of 
ramen and pizza. Though not 
completely untrue...

Good Eats! Cheese. 
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As I walked to the twelfth tee 

at the Tournament Club of Iowa, 
all I wanted to do was to finish my 
high school career with a par. The 
hole played as the most difficult ....

On par in golf and in life
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 The 2015 Lady Braves Volley-

ball season is finally upon us, and 
this year’s team is determined to 
have a successful season.....

Staying positive equals success 
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Most students may have 
noticed this semester that both 
Black Hawk campuses are now 
smoke-free. No type of tobacco or 
smoking...

Fines from smoking not fine
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Pope Francis visited the United 

States for the first time in his life. 
He has spoken many times of being 
close to the people and has been 
outspoken on global issues like the 
environment and unbridled capi-
talism.....

Pope Francis in Philly
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You’ve seen it a thousand 

times before. A guy falls for the 
wrong girl. A girl falls for the wrong 
guy, but before that, there’s some 
serious stalking going....

Psychotic thriller “perfectly”

It’s the most wonderful
time of the year

“That will never happen here!” 
It’s easy to find comfort in that 

statement when you are more than 
2000 miles away from a crisis. But 
we can no longer hide behind such a 
disguise. Being from a smaller school 
or a family-like environment or even 
a close-knit community – it’s not 
enough.   They were not exempt. We 
are not exempt. 

Umpqua Community College 
is a community college very much 
like Black Hawk College. The victims 
and family members involved in the 
October 1st shooting are our sisters, 
our brothers, our colleagues, our 
acquaintances, our friends. We may 
not have met them or know them 
personally, but we are tied together 
by the bond of community.  Our 
thoughts and prayers are with the 
families involved in this terrible 
tragedy. 

The best way we can support 
those affected by this and other 
school shootings is to remember the 
heroes who stepped up to reduce 
potential victims, and then arm 
ourselves with knowledge to prevent 
future attacks.

Army veteran Chris Mintz stepped 

up in true hero form, refusing to let 
the shooter in his classroom. “You’re 
not getting by me,” he boldly stated 
as he blocked entrance through the 
doorway. Mintz was struck seven 
times by the shooter, but everyone 
else in that classroom remained safe. 

According to family members, 
Mintz has two broken legs, but no 
vital organs were affected. His cousin 
added, “His vital signs are OK. He’s 
going to have to learn to walk again, 
but he walked away with his life 
and that’s more than so many other 
people did.” 

Treven Anspach lost his life 

Triumph overcomes tragedy
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Gayle Grundstrom
Staff Reporter

Giant Pumpkin Cannon Image courtesy of Country Corners

College students rejoice – sweat-
pants weather is back folks! As are 
all the wonderful seasonal clichés 
like UGG-ly shoes, bonfires, football 
games, and pumpkin spice lattes 
(you know you love them, admit it). 

Diets are gradually ceasing now 
that swimsuit season is over. More 
importantly, we can now curl up and 
accomplish our homework while 
being wrapped in a Snuggie. Life is 
good.

If the seasonal anticipation is 
nagging at you, there are already nu-
merous activities available to pump 
you up for autumn, besides the obvi-
ous event of raking up a pile of leaves 
and then shoving people into it. 

Tanner’s Apple Orchard, located 
in Speer, IL, has enough excitement 
to easily entertain you for a whole 
day. With a 20 acre pumpkin patch, 
wagon rides, and an Apple Bin Bak-
ery, there’s a bit of something for 
everyone. They’re open 10-5 daily 
and if you make it out that way, you 
MUST try the apple cider donuts. 

I repeat: TRY THE APPLE CIDER 
DONUTS.

If you’re looking for a pumpkin 
patch more locally, Country Corner is 

located in Alpha, IL and hosts a hand-
ful of activities throughout October. 
There’s a Giant Pumpkin Canon that’s 
in full-operation mode on weekends; 
who doesn’t want to see pumpkins 
blasted out of a canon? 

Country Corner also has a new 
activity this year called the Zombie 
Quest. This event goes on from 7-10 
on Friday and Saturday nights now 

through October 31st.  Prepare to 
shoot some zombies with a paintball 
gun while riding aboard the Zombie 
Train! 

On October 18, 24, and 25th, Ash-
ley April performs. Ashley Bearden, 
the daughter half of the father-
daughter duo, confirmed, “Country 
Corner hires us to come out during 
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Jennifer A. Simmering
Editor-in-Chief

“Hey Ashely, Have you heard 
anything about this Phi, Theta, Kap-
pa, something or other?”

“O.M.G. Kristina, isn’t that some 
type of sorority?”

“I’m not sure. I got this invitation 
to become a member, but there’s a 
fee to join. I’m not sure this is legit. 
What do you think?”

Perhaps you received an invi-
tation to join Phi Theta Kappa like 
Kristina but didn’t respond thinking 
it was a scam. It’s time to set the re-
cord straight. 

Phi Theta Kappa is an Honor 
Society that was first established in 
Missouri in 1918, and will soon cel-
ebrate 100 years of recognizing aca-
demic achievement among students 
attending two-year colleges. Local 
chapters provide opportunities for 
individual growth and development 
through participation in honors, 
leadership, service and fellowship 
programming. 

An honor society is different 
from a sorority or fraternity. In order 
to be a member of an honor society, 
you must first be invited to join. 
Sorority’s and Fraternity’s are so-

Honor society truths
Jennifer A. Simmering

Editor-in-Chief

Honors | 5

Image courtesy of ktla.com
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If you are not from the USA, but 
are here for some reason and would 
like to study or improve your English, 
I have a good tip to give you. English 
as a Second Language is a program 
at Black Hawk College (yes, at BHC!) 
where people from other countries 
can learn English or improve writ-
ing, pronunciation, grammar or all. 
To better explain how the program 
works, I interviewed Nina Debiss-
chop (ESL Program Director), Juanita 
Zertuche (International Students 
Program Coordinator) and Janet 
Francisco (Academic ESL Program 
Coordinator). To begin, it is good to 
know that ESL stands for English as a 
Second Language and the terminol-
ogy means that the student is a non-
native. 

Q: For how long has BHC had an 
ESL Program?

A: Black Hawk College started 
the ESL in 1991, when Anne Bollati 
developed the Academic ESL Pro-
gram. It is part of the Department 
of Humanities, Languages, and Jour-
nalism, and it offers developmental 
classes to non-native speakers, who 
need to become proficient in English 
to start regular college programs.

Q: Who can study in the pro-
gram?

A: Any student whose primary 
language is not English would qualify 
to be in the ESL Program. It doesn’t 
matter how long they have lived in 
the United States. Today, we have in-
ternational students and many with 

U.S. residencies. Since the beginning, 
students from more than 90 differ-
ent countries have taken classes in 
our ESL Program.

Q: What is the enrollment pro-
cess?

A: According to the BHC Cata-
log, students (international or not) 
whose primary language is not Eng-
lish must take the Michigan Test with 
us. It is a placement test, so nobody 
passes or fails; it just shows the stu-
dent’s level of English language pro-
ficiency. According to the scores, the 
student is placed in one of the three 
levels of the program or waved.

Q: How long does it take to com-
plete the ESL Program?

A:The ESL Program has three lev-
els: Foundations, Intermediate, and 
Advanced. The length of the program 
depends on students’ results on the 
Michigan Test and their educational 
goals. For example, students inter-
ested in entering a career program 
should complete the intermediate 
level; students interested in entering 
a transfer program should complete 
the advanced level.

Lifestyles
Gabbing with Grunt:
If you’re grown up and you know

Gayle Grundstrom
Staff Reporter

Black Hawk program
Ale Toniazzo 

Columnist

helps improve English

Sometimes my back hurts, or 
my knees ache. My joints get stiff all 
the time. You can blame it on what 
you will (me laying in bed watching 
Netflix is so not the root of my pain) 
but my body did not always ache this 
way. 

I blame it on age, but older peo-
ple tell me I’m too young. Poppy-
cock! 

If you’re old enough to vote, you 
are old enough to crab about your 
back hurting. You are definitely old 
enough to bark about the money 
you don’t have. I’d say you even have 
full reign to “pause for dramatic ef-
fect” make your own decisions. 

Older folk look down on our gen-
eration at times and criticize us for 
being on our “cellular devices” too 
much – yes, phones have snagged 
us into some trouble a time or two – 
but just because we have more tech-
nology does not necessarily mean 
that we don’t have fewer problems. 

I’m not going out on a limb by 
saying that growing up is tough. 
Granted, having more control over 
what monopolizes my time is pretty 
fantastic, but so much changes along 
the way. 

“I started to feel like an adult 
when I had to start to buying my 
own things, like food,” offered BHC 
student Brett Banfield. “Going out to 
eat and doing other things, I use my 
own money instead of asking for a 
couple bucks to go out.” 

Madison Krause, a BHC student 
hunting for a major in criminal jus-
tice, reflected, “The moment it hit 
me that I was a grown up was when 
I walked in on my first 8 AM sum-
mer class. I thought to myself ‘Well 
this sucks, so I must be a grown up 
now!’” 

There’s no fancy award for when 
you have to act like an adult, which is 
too bad because it would make do-
ing what you don’t want to do that 
much easier. 

Before you know it, you’re caught 
in a cycle of the same thing every 
single day, then every week. Work, 
school, work, school…did I mention I 
have work and I go to school? 

Being on your feet for 6 + hours a 
day at a job can make you feel like an 
adult pretty quick. Especially when 
you have a job where you have to 
think and act quickly, all the while 
keeping a smile plastered to your 
face. 

“I think I realized I was finally 
an adult when I was going to school 
from 9 AM to 5 PM, then work from 
6PM to 1 AM, and then having to do 
it all over again the next day,” sighed 
Trisha Rutledge, a BHC student pre-
paring herself for the nursing pro-
gram. “I was so drained everyday 
that I’d forget what day it even was. 
One night I was so tired after work I 
just broke down on the way home, 
but that’s when I realized working so 
hard is worth it to be successful.” 

It’s pretty rare that anyone 
straight out of high school has their 
dream job right off the bat, which is 
why many of us are attending col-
lege. You start hearing that phrase 
“Well at least I’m making money” 
being used as an excuse for working 
miserable hours. 

BHC student Payton Loete 
agrees, “I think the most frighten-
ing thing about being an adult is the 
troubles of finance. Making deci-
sions based upon money makes me 
crazy. It is extremely hard to balance 
the things I need with the things I 
want.”

Sometimes the universe has a 
funny way of testing to see whether 
you sink or swim. Work and school 
may seem like they take up a large 
expanse of our time right now, but 
every one of us has some type of 
stressful life situation we have to 
deal with on top of everything else. 

Life, thou art a heartless 
*bleep**bleep**bleep*. 

“Growing up to me has been 
rough, confided BHC student Logan 
Hamilton. “Growing up with depres-
sion especially has hastened the ex-
perience because you learn to cope a 
lot quicker. It’s great to feel the satis-
faction that new responsibilities and 
experiences bring, but I miss waking 
up and feeling a sense of wonder.” 

BHC student Holly Block admit-
ted, “I had to grow up at a young age. 
I felt like an adult throughout high 
school. After graduation, I felt more 
in place with the world. It wasn’t me 
realizing I was an adult, it was me fi-
nally being accepted as an adult.” 

Yes, we now have bills and ob-
ligations and adult-ish things to do 
– reading a newspaper, completing 
a crossword puzzle, or maybe bal-
ancing a checkbook – but there was 
a reason why all throughout high 
school we were looking forward to 
this! 

Have you taken the time today to 
appreciate that you are old enough 
and capable enough to achieve any-
thing you set your heart on?  There 
will always be bumps in the road, 
but it’s how you maneuver around, 
shoot over, or blast through them 
that matters. Your goof-ups now will 
just make for entertaining stories for 
your kiddos and (gasp) grandkids. 
Gray hairs won’t really be too notice-
able at first on my little blonde head, 
will they?

it, clap your hands *clap**clap*

For more information:
www.bhc.edu – Adult Educa-

tion – English as a Second Lan-
guage – Academic ESL Program.

Contact: franciscoj@bhc.
edu; debisschopn@bhc.edu; zer-
tuchej@bhc.edu; cooperl@bhc.
edu; tegtmeierp@bhc.edu

Or visit our office - 
Building 1, room 131.

I recommend ESL!  

by Thaís Fontoura Pinheiro
“I chose taking classes in an ESL 

course because they have specific 
programs that help foreign [students] 
learn English. Also I wanted to im-
prove my communication. 

“I took two disciplines during 

2014 and 2015 and enjoyed it a lot. 
The experience in an ESL program let 
me to learn slangs, improve my vo-
cabulary, and to know how to write a 
composition. 

“During this time I could [also] 
learn a little bit about different cul-
tures and make new friends. I think 
that ESL program is a good way to 
improve the knowledge and the com-
munication with Americans and with 
the world.” 
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Black Hawk program
It’s that favorite time of the year 

for our immune systems – flu shots.
 Flu season is already upon us 

and if you haven’t noticed, stores are 
already displaying advertisements 
for flu immunizations. 

Flu immunizations have a certain 
stigma about them due to miscon-
ceptions. Sometimes it’s just the fact 
that it is a big, sharp, pointy needle 
that scares us the most. As a nurs-
ing student and former Medical As-
sistant, I have received and injected 
countless flu shots. I have heard all 
the concerns about this immuniza-
tion and I would like to clear a few 
things up to make sure we all have 
the proper information available so 
that we can stay flu free! 

Flu shots are available as injec-
tions or nasal mist. Most people be-
lieve that the flu shot will cause the 
flu because we are injecting our bod-
ies with the flu. This is the most mis-
understood theory. The Center for 
Disease Control does a great job in 
clarifying this on its website. The flu 
shot contains inactivated flu viruses 
that are not infectious. When this in-
activated virus enters our body, our 
immune system reads it and stores it 
in a file as malicious software. When 
the real flu virus tries to invade our 
bodies, our immune system is ready 
and sends out our troops (white 
blood cells) to fight and kill them.

 This is the same for the na-
sal mist that, perhaps, receives the 
worst attention because it is known 

as a “live“ virus. This “live“ virus is 
known as attenuated, which means 
it is weak. It has no real power and 
once it is injected into our bodies, 
the warmth of your nasal cavity kills 
the weakened virus. It is stored and 
downloaded so your body is ready to 
fight the real flu virus.

If you get sick after the flu immu-
nization, it is not the actual flu that 
you are suffering.  Minor side effects 
of the shot are very subtle and cause 
no real harm such as a runny nose, 
headache, muscle aches, cough, na-
sal congestion or a low grade fever, 
and they will subside in a matter of 
days. There may also be some sore-
ness or redness at the injection site. 
These side effects are not the flu. If 
you had the flu, you can expect to 
suffer from severe muscle aches, 
extreme fatigue, high fevers, cough-
ing and runny nose. Children and the 
elderly get it worse since they have 
weaker immune systems. The flu 
can progress to severe systems such 
as difficulty breathing, chest pains, 
vomiting and/or diarrhea which can 
cause dehydration or even death – 
mainly with the elderly. Symptoms 
such as these involve urgent care. If 
you would like to look up flu and cold 
systems, you can refer to the Web 
MD website at http://www.webmd.
com/cold-and-flu/flu-guide/adult-
flu-symptoms. 

Some people believe the flu im-
munization is a waste of time be-
cause you cannot possibly prevent 
all strains from making you sick. In 
hindsight, that may be true but there 

are many manufacturers of the flu 
immunizations that make sure the 
most deadly of flu viruses are pre-
vented each year. These places in-
clude MedImmune, Sanfoni Pasteur, 
Glaxo Smith and Kline and Novartis.   

I asked around campus to see 
who has received the immuniza-
tion and if they hadn’t, I wanted to 
know why. Most of them lacked the 
education about where to get them 
and worried about cost. The flu im-
munization is found at most stores 
now. Even if you do not carry insur-
ance, the flu shot usually runs about 
$20-$35. This is better than the cost 
of suffering from the flu. Being sick 
can be quite costly because you may 
miss work, you’re paying copays for a 
doctor visit and dealing with the cost 
of medication. The flu spreads quick-
ly and you may be paying money for 
sick relatives as well. 

If you work in a medical field, 
the flu immunization is now required 
and available free. If you have chil-
dren, free flu immunizations are giv-
en by Flu Free Quad Cities in schools. 
Make sure to check your children’s 
schools for information as well as 
your child’s back pack. A lot of infor-
mational forms get lost in back packs 
and without a signed form, your 
child cannot get the free flu shot. If 
you’re insured, all health insurances 
are mandated to cover such immu-
nizations. If you have Tricare through 
the Military, cost if covered for free 
at participating pharmacies or physi-
cian offices. Don’t delay. Flu season 
can last well into February.  

Lupe Eissens
Guest Contributor

Is the flu shot right for you?

Looking 
backward,    
moving 
forward 

When doing research for recipes 
that appeal to college students, it 
is believed that the college student 
diet consists of ramen and pizza. 
Though not completely untrue, it is 
overlooking an underappreciated 
staple item that can make anything 
taste good. Put enough cheese on 
anything and you are guaranteed 
that some dummy will be willing to 
accept your bet in exchange for $5. 
ProTip: Anything you know how to 
make—add cheese. 

You’re welcome. 
Okay so now the good stuff: 

quesadillas. Not only are they afford-
able, fast and easy to make, but you 
can buy in bulk and the ingredients 
take a long time to go bad. Now I’m 
sure mostly everyone has had, seen, 
or dreamt about quesadillas. 

These are some recipes to mas-
ter before you try a few ingenious 
ways to revamp a classic. 

What is great about quesadillas 
is that once you have the basic reci-
pes down, you can start trying differ-
ent ingredients. What better time to 
experiment than college? 

Below are a couple suggested in-
gredients to try out:

 Meats—garlic chicken, taco 
seasoned chicken, or grilled chicken; 
beef, turkey, sausage, bacon, and/or 
steak

Cheese—mexican cheese, Col-
by Jack cheese, Mozzarella, and/or 
Monterey Cheddar

Veggies—spinach, mushrooms, 
onions, peppers, tomatoes, and/or 
corn (yes I said corn)

Additional yums—salsa (try dif-
ferent brands and types until you 
find that one that is just right), sour 

cream, mole, avocado, and/or more 
cheese.. hey can’t go wrong.

So now we have given you the 
tools to become master quesadilla 
makers. Until next time— respect 
the Cheese.

 

Good Eats! Cheese. Enough Said.

Drinking and driving will get 
people nowhere in life. On this last 
September, my life changed. Three 
friends from my old high school 
were in an accident. It all started at 
two in the morning on September 
28, 2014. Danny Debaker, Andy Ad-
ams, and Kaleb Hougland were hit 
by a drunk driver. This driver was 
two times the legal limit. Also he 
had marijuana in his system. The 
driver was going seventy-five in a 
thirty-five zone. 

My very close friend Samantha 
called me at seven in the morning. 
She was crying her eyes out. I didn’t 
know what was wrong. She was tell-
ing me that the boys had been in a 
horrible accident. We had no idea 
the conditions of the boys. One of 
Sam’s mom’s friends is the aunt of 
Kaleb Hougland. She was getting 
updates every twenty minutes. I im-
mediately got in my car and drove 
to her house. The whole time I was 
driving I was thinking in my head, 
“This cannot be happening, not to 
these boys.” When I got to Sam’s, 
we didn’t think anything had hap-
pened and that they were just get-
ting looked at. Sam and I started 
to clean her whole apartment. We 
didn’t want to think about what 
could happen to them. 

At about eight in the morning, 
we got word on Kaleb. He was in 
critical condition with bruised and 
broken ribs and a broken leg. Shortly 
after that, we got word about Andy. 
Sam and I dropped to our knees. 
Jody, Sam’s mother, called us and 
said, “ Andy died at the scene. He 
didn’t even make it to the hospital.” 
We broke down crying, not able to 
move or think about anything. Then 
we started to worry about Danny.

I just kept thinking, “Danny has 
to make it; we all love him so much! 

Flu shots available at these 
locations near you: 

• All County Health 
Departments

• Hy-Vee Stores

• Wal-Mart Stores

• Wal-Greens 

• CVS   

• Schnucks

• Home Bound Health Care 
will provide flu shots for 
all their patients with 
insurance or by cash

Alexandria Mays
Guest Contributor

Forward| 4

Basic Quesadilla Ingredients: 

1 tablespoon butter 
2 flour tortillas, whatever size you want 
1 cup shredded cheddar cheese, more 
for bigger tortillas 
Salsa, however much and whatever 
heat you desire, for topping (optional) 
Sour cream, as much as you like, for top-
ping (optional) 

Directions
1. In a pan skillet large enough to hold one of the tortillas flat, melt ½ of 

the butter.
2. Fry one side of one of the tortillas, then remove it from the pan.
3. Put the rest of the butter in the pan, then put the unfried tortilla in to 

cook.
4. Immediately sprinkle the cheese on top of the tortilla in the pan, then 

top with the previously fried tortilla, browned side up.
5. Press them together with a spatula and fry the quesadilla until the 

cheese is melted.
6. Remove it from the pan and cut in wedges like a pizza.
7. Top with sour cream and/or salsa.
8. Enjoy!

Shelbee Bradley
Guest Contributor

Image courtesy of 
livingstonpromise.org
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Nothing guaranteed Lady Braves preview
For the last three seasons, the 

Braves Baseball team has managed 
to come up just short of advancing 
to the NJCAA National Tournament, 
but this year’s team isn’t concerned 
with the past. The Braves are con-
fident they can compete for a Na-
tional title, and they understand 
the importance of having a success-
ful fall season.   

The fall season consist of the 
Braves playing in several exhibition 
games, including games against 
Western Illinois and St. Ambrose. 
The team currently has four games 
left before they finish the fall sea-
son competing in the Black and 
Gold World Series. 

Starting right hand pitcher, Joey 
Fredrickson, who has reached as 
high as 89 mph on his fastball this 
fall, is confident in the team’s abil-
ity to compete for a National Title. 
Fredrickson admits the team needs 
to improve on their batting, but 
overall he’s been impressed with 
the team’s progress so far.    

As a captain, Fredrickson em-
braces the opportunity to show 
the first year players the standards 
Coach Chavera and the program 
have set in place.

“As a captain, I want to make 
sure every incoming freshman 
knows the expectations of acting 
first class on and off the field,” Fred-
rickson said.   

The program lost 11 sopho-
more players from last season, but 
the Braves will have eight return-
ing sophomores and three sopho-
more transfers. Having 11 players 
with prior college baseball experi-
ence should benefit the Braves this 
upcoming spring, but just being a 
sophomore doesn’t get you in the 
starting line up on this team.

The fall season is all about com-
petition for the Braves, and from 
day one Coach Chavera and his staff 
made it clear to the team that noth-
ing is guaranteed.

“The players that are return-
ing are pretty good, and they were 
starters last year for a reason, but 
they know in this business my job is 
to put the best product on the field 
every day,” Coach Chavera said. 

Whether a player is on a full 

tuition scholarship or is a walk on, 
each player is expected to com-
pete against one another. Coach 
Chavera’s goal is to create an en-
vironment where the players are 
competing every day to prepare 
them to compete against their op-
ponents. 

To establish competition on a 
consistent basis, the coaching staff 
has come up with a rather unique 
way for the players to embrace the 
competition. 

Every day at practice, the 
Braves have some form of competi-
tion against one another. The team 
is split up into two groups: the Sauk 
Tribe and the Fox Tribe, which were 
two tribes led by Chief Blackhawk. 
The two teams can earn points 
by making good plays at practice 
or during a game, and they can 
also lose points for things such as 
showing up late to practice. The 
two teams can also earn points by 
winning competitions such as relay 
races and kick, pass, punt competi-
tions. Every two weeks the points 
are added up and the tribe that has 
the least amount of points are as-
signed to clean up duty on the field 
or extra conditioning.

The coaching staff doesn’t want 
any player becoming complacent 
and content with their role on the 
team. They want the players to be 
pushed, whether it’s by the coach-
ing staff or a teammate to ensure 
each player competes every day. 

Every year the Braves’ goal is to 
bring a National Title to Black Hawk, 
but winning is not Coach Chavera’s 
number one priority. Coach Cha-
vera believes the most important 
aspect of his job is helping his play-
ers develop enough to play for a 
four year school. The coaching staff 
takes pride in developing their play-
ers to be able to move on to the 
next level, and last year the pro-
gram had seven players who were 
signed by Division I schools.
With the spring season still months 
away, it’s impossible to speculate 
how the season will go for the 
Braves, but make no mistake - this 
team will be competing every step 
of the way.
The entire fall and spring schedules, 
as well as a complete roster, can be 
found at BHC.edu.

The Lady Braves dealt with adver-
sity for practically all of last season. 
The program played the entire year 
with only nine players due to some 
key injuries and a few players quitting 
the team. The Lady Braves look for-
ward to working hard this fall to give 
them the opportunity to be competi-
tive this spring.

 Head Coach Carrie Calderon is 
entering her 23rd season with the 
program, and after a disappointing 
2014 campaign she is more than ea-
ger to get back to work. 

“I’m really energized and excited 
for this spring because I love being 
around people that want to work 
hard and challenge themselves, but 
who  also want to learn the game,” 
Coach Calderon said.

Coach Calderon’s main focus 
point for the fall season is for her 
team to continue to learn every day. 
The Lady Braves are a young team 
this year with twelve freshmen and 
only four returning sophomores. 

For Coach Calderon, the fall sea-
son is an opportunity to give the first 
year players important experience 
playing at the college level. 

“They’re not playing high school 
softball any more, they have to make 
the adjustment to everything being 
faster and more challenging.” 

Freshman outfielder Caitlin De-
Witte credits Coach Calderon and 
the sophomore players for helping 
her through the learning process that 

comes with playing college softball. 
Caitlin admits the fall season has 
been challenging at times, but Coach 
Calderon has taught her that noth-
ing is going to come easy at the col-
lege level so she has to approach the 
game with a never give up mentality. 

The sophomores on the team 
have also played a role in helping Cait-
lin prepare for this spring.  According 
to Caitlin, the sophomore players are 
always there to help whenever she’s 
in need, which has helped her learn 
from her mistakes. With the spring 
season five months out, Caitlin looks 
forward to continue preparing for the 
spring by working hard and learning 
with her teammates during practice.  

Sophomore outfielder Amanda 
Bowen, who is a team captain, em-
braces any opportunity she gets to 
help her teammates. However, she 
believes the entire team contributes 
to the learning process. 

“I’ve learned so much from the 
freshmen players as well. It’s a learn-
ing process where we’re all able to 
learn from each other, and I believe 
that will make our team stronger,” 
Amanda Bowen said.

The Lady Braves competed in 
seven exhibition games this fall and 
they recently concluded their fall 
season with the programs second an-
nual Alumni game. The team will now 
focus their attention on conditioning 
in preparation for the spring season.  
The Lady Brave’s complete roster and 
schedule can be found at BHC.edu

Ryan Prochaska 
Sports Reporter

Ryan Prochaska 
Sports Reporter

He is the best man anyone could ask 
for.” Danny was the sweetest guy to 
anyone even if he didn’t know the 
person. Around ten we got a phone 
call. Danny was brain dead. I couldn’t 
think, function, or comprehend what 
I had just heard. I was just sitting in 
Sam’s kitchen crying my eyes out. We 
all just kept hoping he would come 
back. We thought, “He is just brain 
dead right? Can’t a miracle happen, 
and he comes back to us?” Danny’s 
parents decided after talking to the 
doctor that he wouldn’t come back. 
They took him off life support, and 
Danny passed away. I kept thinking 
about how hard that would have to 
be for them to make that decision. It 
couldn’t be easy for anyone.

Anything I do now I do it for 
them. I want to become a State’s 
Attorney for them and put drunk 
drives away for them. I tell people 
this story all the time who think it’s 
okay to drink and drive. I show them 
my Danny bracelet and tell them to 
look at it. I ask them how they would 
feel if they killed someone like some-
one killed the boys. If people try to 
drink and drive, they need to have 
this story. Danny used to go to Black 
Hawk College. Both these boys could 
have been something amazing. All 
because of some stupid person, they 
won’t be able to now. No one should 
ever drink and drive.

Forward | 3

As I walked to the twelfth tee 
at the Tournament Club of Iowa, 
all I wanted to do was to finish my 
high school career with a par. The 
hole played as the most difficult on 
the course according to the score-
card, but taking more than the four 
shots required to par the hole just 
did not seem like an option. Sure 
a four on the scorecard looks nice, 
but this was more about my fare-
well to something I had devoted 
so much time to over the past six 
years. I practiced religiously all those 
years for a team state champion-

ship, which now I understood would 
never become a reality. The dream 
was dying, but I knew I still had one 
par left in me. I stepped to the tee 
following my three playing partners. 
My drive soared along the right side 
of the fairway. One shot down, three 
to go.

I threw my bag over my shoul-
ders, and began my walk toward 
the fairway. I thought back to one of 
the first rounds of golf I ever played. 
My dad took me to Red Hawk Golf 
Course, where I made a five on the 
par three finishing hole and strutted 
in to the pro shop afterwards to tell 
one of the employees about what 
was a huge accomplishment to me 

at the time. 
I cracked a smile, and thought 

about how much my definition of an 
accomplishment had changed over 
the years. 

I approached my golf ball, sitting 
about 190 yards from the hole with 
a hazard in front of the green and 
out of bounds to the right and left. 
One minor slip-up, and a four would 
have become out of the question. I 
pulled my two hybrid club out of the 
bag, took two practice swings, took 
a deep breath and hit the shot. The 
ball landed on the front left portion 
of the green with the pin sitting in 
the back right. Sixty feet from the 
hole, I needed two putts from there 

for a par. Two shots down, two to go.
I thought about all the times on a 

golf course I had put my head down. 
All the times I hated the game. All 

On par in golf and in life

On Par | 5

Keil Huber
Guest Conributor

Image courtesy of BHC Athletic Department
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Staying positive equals success for Lady Braves
 The 2015 Lady Braves Volleyball 

season is finally upon us, and this 
year’s team is determined to have a 
successful season. 

The Lady Braves are coached 
by Head Coach Mary Davis, who 
is entering her twenty-fourth year 
as Head Volleyball Coach at Black 
Hawk. Coach Davis attended Black 
Hawk from 1983-1985, where she 
played on the Lady Braves Volleyball 
team.  

 After graduating from Black 
Hawk, Coach Davis became an as-
sistant coach at BHC, and four years 
later she was named the Head Coach 
of the program. Coach Davis admits 

it was all about winning her first few 
years coaching, but eventually her 
perspective on the importance of 
coaching changed. 

“After a few years of coaching, 
it became more about being a good 
role model for young women and 
teaching them how important edu-
cation is for them to make good deci-
sions and to be strong young women 
in life,” Coach Davis said.

As far as Coach Davis’s expecta-
tions for this season, she hopes to 
pick off right where the team left 
off last year. With a young team last 
year, the Lady Braves experienced a 
slow start early in the season, but 
they continued to improve and end-
ed up finishing second in the Arrow-

head Conference. The Lady Braves 
fell two games short of qualifying for 
the NJCAA Tournament last season, 
but this year the team is focused 
on staying competitive and winning 
their conference. 

The Lady Braves will be led by 
their three captains this season, 
Katherine Fringer, Morgan Ripperg-
er, and Courtney Cobert. All three 
girls are returning from last season, 
and they all agree that Coach Davis 
has taught them how important it is 
to be mentally tough throughout a 
season.

 “You have to be mentally tough 
in this sport. If you’re not mentally 
tough then you’re bringing down 
the whole team,” Morgan Ripperger 

said.   
   Captains Katherine Fringer and 

Courtney Cobert credit Coach Davis 
for teaching them how to enjoy the 
moment and how to keep a positive 
attitude regardless of the circum-
stance. 

Katherine and Courtney believe 
if you’re not having fun while your 
playing then you have no shot at 
winning the game.

The Lady Braves currently have 
a 9-12 record as they enter the final 
month of the regular season. With 
only eight games remaining in the 
regular season, the girls are focused 
on adding to the win column before 
the Regional Tournament begins in 
early November.     

Ryan Prochaska 
Sports Reporter

cial organizations open to all under-
graduate students who wish to apply 
meet criteria specific to that group. 

Membership in an honor soci-
ety like Phi Theta Kappa is earned by 
achieving a grade point average of 
at least 3.5, along with the comple-
tion of at least 12 credit hours. It is a 
life-long membership that will bring 
many benefits throughout your con-
tinuing education and follows you 
throughout your career. 

New scholarships open up to Phi 
Theta Kappa members that, if re-
ceived, more than compensate for 
the nominal one-time fee charged to 
join this honor society. Select corpo-
rate partners offer special benefits 
and discounts to Phi Theta Kappans 
to reward the hard work that goes 
into achieving this honor. Personal-
ized letters of recommendation will 
be given to honorees for scholarship 
and employment opportunities.

Once a member of Phi Theta 
Kappa, you will receive notation of 
membership on your college tran-
script, an official seal of Phi Theta 
Kappa placed on your college diplo-
ma, a membership certificate and 
ID card, as well as commencement 
regalia to wear during graduation 
and other official ceremonies. You 
will have the privilege to include this 
membership on your resume. Nicole 
Banks, one of the Black Hawk College 
advisors for our local chapter com-
mented, “You never know what a dif-
ference it can make when a potential 
employer sees “Phi Theta Kappa” on 
your resume – especially if you were 
an officer or active member with a 
volunteer history.” 

In accordance with their mis-
sion, local chapters offer opportuni-
ties to develop leadership and serve 
within the community. It should be 
emphasized that these service and 
leadership opportunities are made 
available for personal growth and en-
richment, but they are not require-
ments. The amount of time a mem-
ber chooses to devote to Phi Theta 
Kappa activities is solely up to each 
individual. Chapters are not allowed 
to restrict or revoke membership due 
to lack of participation. 

The local chapter of Phi Theta 

Kappa at Black Hawk College, Eta 
Kappa, was established in 1950. Ad-
visors to contact for more informa-
tion about our local chapter are Ni-
cole Banks (banksn@bhc.edu) and 
Melissa Hebert-Johnson (hebertm@
bhc.edu). 

Phi Theta Kappa membership 
is recommend for any student who 
believes he or she may continue at a 
transfer institution. Melissa Hebert-
Johnson states, “For a community 
college student who plans to trans-
fer to a four-year institution, mem-
bership in Phi Theta Kappa is simply 
the best way to ensure access to 
scholarship.” (Available scholarships 
throughout the US can be found at 
scholarship.ptk.org.) 

If you receive an invitation to join 
Phi Theta Kappa, don’t sit on it. Your 
option to join will only be available 
for a limited time. The nominal fee is 
worth the lifelong investment of be-
ing a Phi Theta Kappa. 

Other, more career-focused 
honor society’s to consider joining 
include Alpha Beta Gamma for busi-
ness majors, Psi Beta for psychology 
students, and Sigma Kappa Delta – 
the English Honor Society. Each rec-
ognizes academic achievement and 
comes with many benefits that in-
clude additional scholarship oppor-
tunities. 

For more information about the 
local chapters of these honor soci-
ety’s, contact the Black Hawk College 
advisors listed below or visit the na-
tional website. 

Alpha Beta Gamma
Gary Drew
Drewg@bhc.edu

Psi Beta
Dr. Traci Davis
davist@bhc.edu

Sigma Kappa Delta
Dr. Diana Badur
badurd@bhc.edu
Nicole Banks
banksn@bhc.edu

Honors | 1
On Par | 4

the times I told myself I was 
done and that I would never play 
again. All the times I looked at the 
goals I had set for myself and real-
ized I never even came close. At this 
moment all the frustrations seemed 
like such a silly waste of time. I won-
dered why I had spent so much 
time worrying about my struggles, 
when thinking about my triumphs 
brought me so much joy. 

I lined up to putt. I took my prac-
tice strokes, stepped up and hit it. 
From the moment it hit the putter 
it felt like a good stroke, and as my 
ball got closer to the hole, it looked 
as if I may end up exceeding my 
goal. It curved down towards the 
hole and came to rest about four 
inches away, just short of a birdie. I 
walked toward the hole and my four 
was all but guaranteed. Three shots 
down, one to go.

The walk across the length of 
the green probably took not more 
than ten seconds, but for me it 
seemed like an eternity. That four 
inch putt would be the final shot 
of my high school golf career. As I 
walked across the green, I realized 
I had spent more time trying to re-
sent something I loved than putting 
in the effort to actually love it. I had 
spent more time thinking about the 
bad times than reflecting on the 

good ones, but on this final hole 
the good times were all that came 
to mind. 

It took me until that final hole 
to realize how much I had enjoyed 
my experience over the years, and 
how silly I was to take it for granted 
at times. I tapped my putt in for par, 
and just like that my high school golf 
career came to a close.

I have played thousands of 
holes of golf in my life, but none 
have been more memorable than 
that final hole of my high school ca-
reer. I made my four, and for once 
on the golf course, everything had 
gone as planned. I realized that it is 
moments like those that keep me 
going in golf and in life. I learned 
that I should not resent my failures, 
because without failure, how would 
I know the great feeling that comes 
with triumph? 

As normal, I reviewed my scores 
for all eighteen holes with the other 
players in my group, then signed off 
on my scorecard, however, out of 
all those numbers there was really 
only one I paid close attention to. 

That little number four penciled 
into the square underneath the 
number twelve.

When you advertise in the Chieftain, your ad will reach students on 
Campus as well as students and community members at various businesses 
throughout the Quad Cities. Contact the Chieftain office to place your ad 
in the next issue by October 4, 2015. Email Chieftain@bhc.edu or call (309) 
796-5477. 

This space needs 
your attention!
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        Most students may have no-
ticed this semester that both Black 
Hawk campuses are now smoke-
free. No type of tobacco or smok-
ing is permitted on school grounds. 
However, not everyone has seen 
where this new ruling has been put 
into effect. While some may say it’s 
their right to smoke, the state says 
differently while students are on 
campus.
       Lighting or burning any substance 
that contains tobacco is prohibited. 
This includes cigarettes, cigars, ciga-
rillos, pipes, beedies, kreteks, water 
pipes, bongs, and hookahs.  
       Lighting or burning of non-
tobacco plants or marijuana is in-
cluded in the ban. Tobacco is just 
not anything lightable, but include 
smokeless tobacco, snuff, chewing 
tobacco and any non-FDA approved 
nicotine delivery device or product. 
This also includes the use of elec-
tronic cigarettes or vaping.
     After speaking with the Dean 
of Student Services Luis Moreno, 
the understanding for this ruling 
became clear. “The ruling for the 
school to become smoke-free was 
not to punish smokers of any kind,” 
said Moreno. “The school wanted 
to use this ruling to help students 
improve their health.”
      The only way this is a punish-
ment is for repeat offenders. “At 
first there is only a warning,” he 
said. “If the person continues to use 

tobacco, the second offense is to be 
sent to me.  It becomes a $50 fine, 
then goes to $100 with the final of-
fense being $200.” Smoking is not 
the only action to be fined; if a per-
son is caught throwing a cigarette 
butt at another indivdual, the fine 
goes directly to $200.
     If anyone receives a fine, it’s not 
that easily ignored. If the fine is 
from a college, the college is able to 
go after the person’s tax return in 
order to get compensation.
     Being illegal on campus doesn’t 
mean the school can force the stu-
dents or employees to quit. “The 
school enforces the non-smoking 
ban on campus and enforces the 
ruling with the punishments we 
set,” said Moreno.
     This doesn’t mean that incidents 
of using tobacco hasn’t occurred. A 
BHC East student was caught with 
chew in his mouth during class. 
When the teacher told him that 
chew was not allowed, he said he 
didn’t know that was the rule. She 
proceeded to take him out to the 
window and showed him the stick-
er and had to explain what it meant 
- no tobacco or smoking allowed.
     To help students create healthier 
habits, there are was ways Black 
Hawk can assist. “Black Hawk has a 
few advisors training to do one-on-

one and group counseling for the 
students and employees asking for 
help,” said Moreno. There are also 
online sites that have been created 
and not just for Illinois residents, 
but also for Iowa residents as well.
     Black Hawk also provides a link 
for Smoking Cessation Programs. 
There is a local, in-person program 
that lasts six weeks with seven 
sessions with a trained counselor. 
These sessions take place on both 
campuses for both students and 
employees. The times for the ses-
sions may differ. 
    Black Hawk also provides an on-
line course on Smoking Cessation.  
This program is called Freedom 
from Smoking. It’s an interactive 
course designed to educate and 
modify the behavior patterns of 
smokers. It can be accessed at any 
time.

Fines from smoking not fine
JoyAnna Sturgeon 

Guest Reporter

Clean Sphere had their first meet-
ing on September 24th. Topics of dis-
cussion were projects for the year, 
club officers, and future club meet-
ings. This year the club looks forward 
to getting the community environ-
mentally aware.  Guest speakers, vol-
unteer events, and informative meet-
ings are a few ways Clean Sphere will 
carry out its mission.

Clean Sphere is already working 
on a project with the grounds depart-
ment.  Plans are to replace plants 
around the campus with alternatives 
native to Illinois.  This is a great way 
to help out the environment, while 
becoming familiar with the history 
around you.

The next meeting is Thursday, Oc-
tober 8th at 3 p.m. in Building 2 Room 
202. Contact Marilynn Bartels at bar-
telsm@bhc.edu if you are interested 
in helping with Clean Sphere projects 
or have any questions.

Kristina Wheeler
Guest Reporter

College Application Night will be held on October 
21st from 5:30-7:00 pm in the Student Success 
Center- 101C. Please RSVP at www.bhc.edu/go.

The  event is open to Transfer Students who 
need assistance filling out their 4 year transfer 
applications.  Advisors will be available to complete 
degree audits and answer questions about the 
transfer process.  The Illinois Student Assistance 
Commission will also be available to answer 
questions regarding financial aid. 

Full house at BHC College Night Oct 1st 

Efforts to 
improve 
campus are 
underway

Some of the online and phone help services: 
1. Illinois residents can call1 (800) Quit-Yes . 
2. www.quityes.org if you’re thinking about quitting,  
3. www.smokefree.gov  if searching for long term treatment.  
4. Iowa Residents can call 1(800) Quit-Now and 1(800) Lung-USA.

Image courtesy of clker.com
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certain weekends to perform from 1-4 
pm. My dad and I sing various songs 
from either older country or newer 
country, with a slight blend of modern 
hit songs.” 

There are countless haunted 
houses in the Quad Cities with crea-
tures lurking in the shadows to make 
you scream. Factory of Fear in Moline, 
Terror at Skellington Manor in Rock Is-
land, and Torment at Twelve Hundred 
in Orion all charge a fifteen dollar ad-
mission fee and are open every Friday 
and Saturday from 7- midnight. 

For the child at heart, Niabi Zoo is 
hosting Boo at the Zoo again this year 
on October 24th from 10-3.

The city of Davenport will also be 
hosting the Halloween Parade on Oc-
tober 31st at 1 pm. 

You have to take advantage of 
this season while you can; it always 
seems like by the time summer ends, 
the snow starts to arrive too soon. Al-
though you could be purchasing your 
new fake Christmas tree at the same 
time you buy a Halloween costume 
this year, load up on the candy corn, 
apple cider, and mini-candy bars while 
they’re on sale. 

Autumn will be gone before you 
know it, and Santa doesn’t drink 
pumpkin spice lattes. 

Time of Year| 1

Holy Father in Philly--Pope saints controversial friar

during the attack that day, but his 
final heroic act is believed to be 
what saved the life of fellow student 
Lacey Scroggins. As the shooter 
moved from person to person 
asking whether or not they were 
Christians, students lay huddled on 
the floor hoping to be passed over. 

Scroggins retold some of what 
happened, remembering one 
student identified by the shooter 
as “the lucky one” whose life was 
spared to deliver the flash drive 
carrying his message. The next 
sound she heard was gunfire striking 
the boy next to her. 

Treven Anspach rolled toward 
Scroggins after he was hit by the 
bullet. “I felt Treven’s body as it 
moved over mine,” Scroggins stated. 
His body and his blood covering 
her led the shooter to move past 
her. Whether Anspach’s action 
was intentional as he took his last 
breath, or merely an effect of being 
shot is not specified in the article by 
ABC News – the truth can never be 
known, but to Lacey Scroggins and 
her family, he will always be a hero.

A.L.I.C.E. training has been used 
effectively to help teachers and 
students prepare for such tragedies.  
One of the key moves instructors 
and students are told is to block the 
door. Typically this should be done 
by using a large cabinet or table to 
block entrance into the classroom. 

In haste of the moment, Mintz 
took action, using himself to block 
the doorway to make sure other 
students weren’t injured. While he 
is still alive to tell the tale, this is not 
the recommended course of action. 

In reaction to the Oregon 
shooting, Black Hawk College Police 
is holding A.L.I.C.E. training at both 
East and Quad-Cities campus. 
These trainings were announced on 
myBlackHawk, and were held prior 
to the printing of this issue. If you 
were unable to attend, or didn’t see 
the notification, contact the BHC 
Police Station in Building 3 to ask 
questions or share concerns. 

In addition, Chieftain reporter 
Gayle Grundstrom reported on 
A.L.I.C.E. Training following a college 
shooting in North Carolina last 
Spring. A portion of that article will 
be reprinted here, but the full article 
is available online. 

From May 2015 by Gayle Grundstrom:
If there is ever a situation like 

that at BHC, students and employees 
are supposed to follow the A.L.I.C.E. 
drill for any type of shooting incident. 
A.L.I.C.E. stands for: alert, lockdown, 
inform, counter, and evacuate. 

Alert simply means that the 
police have been notified and 
everyone on campus is informed 
of the situation via word of mouth 
or from the PA system. At BHC, the 
PA system will alert students and 
employees of any emergency, even 

for events such as exposure to 
hazardous materials. At these times, 
we cannot stress enough that you are 
NOT to use the elevators.

Lockdown implies that the door 
to your classroom is locked and the 
lights are turned off – pretend no 
one is home. Under lockdown, you 
should be quiet and position yourself 
in the room strategically, avoiding the 
windows and doors. 

Communication should still 
be flowing – silently if it must – 
to keep everyone notified of the 
current situation. Most students 
and employees have their phones 
on them; stay connected with other 
students on campus for the latest 
information. 

If you or your classmates 
find yourself squared off with the 
gunman, the counter step of A.L.I.C.E. 
comes into action. You should not 
leave your classroom and try and 
hunt down the gunman; this step 
should only be utilized if he/she has 
come into contact with you and you 
need to defend yourself.

“The counter aspect of A.L.I.C.E. 
is a really smart option; otherwise 
you’re all sitting ducks in a room, 
huddled against a wall,” reasoned an 
anonymous BHC student. 

The last step of A.L.I.C.E. is to 
evacuate – as long as it is safe, move 
to a different, more secure location.

Pope Francis visited the United 
States for the first time in his life. 
He has spoken many times of being 
close to the people and has been 
outspoken on global issues like the 
environment and unbridled capital-
ism.

The Pope began his visit at the 
White House on Sept 23. In the af-
ternoon that day, he held mass at 
the Basilica of the National Shrine of 
the Immaculate Conception where 
he sainted a Jesuit priest named Ju-
nipero Serra. 

Friar Serra is a controversial 
saint. He founded the first nine mis-
sions in California, but that is part of 
the controversy. Many Native Ameri-
cans say that Serra was the same as 
all Franciscan monks in the Ameri-
cas, abusing the native population 
and suppressing the many varied 
cultures. The Spanish method of 
spreading Catholicism was violent, 
requiring the native homes to be 
destroyed and European style ones 
built. The native languages were 
also banned, and anyone caught 
disobeying the laws were killed pub-
licly. According to Deborah Miranda, 
a literature professor at Washington 
and Lee University in Virginia, 90% of 
Californian Indians were killed due 
to the missions in the state. 

However, many Catholics say 
that Serra treated the native Cali-
fornians with dignity. “The Pope 
stressed Fr. Serra’s witness to the 
“Joy of the Gospel” in his [mission] 
work,” said Corrine Winters, Director 
of the Masters of Pastoral Theology 
program at SAU. “He also described 

Friar Serra as striving to defend the 
dignity of the native people from 
abuses.”

For the first time in history, the 
Pope spoke to a joint session of Con-
gress on Sept 24.

“Our efforts must aim at restor-
ing hope, righting wrongs, maintain-
ing commitments and thus promot-
ing the well-being of individuals and 
of peoples... We must move forward 
together, as one, in a renewed spirit 
of fraternity and solidarity, cooper-
ating generously for the common 
good,” said the native Spanish-
speaker. He conducted his address 
to Congress in English. 

Pope Francis is controversial due 
to being more outspoken concern-
ing the homeless and global climate 
change. He has in the past gone 
into the streets of Rome to help 
other priests of that city care for the 
homeless. 

The next day Francis addressed 
the United Nations in New York City, 
calling for protecting the environ-
ment, saying it is a “fundamental 
good.” He also spoke out for protect-
ing life at all stages of development, 
ending homelessness, and educa-
tion for all – including girls.

The Pope visited the US for the 
main purpose of serving as a pastor 
at the World Meeting of Families in 
Philadelphia. “The World Meeting 
of families is a gathering started in 
1994 by Pope John Paul II to encour-
age and strengthen families,” Win-
ters said. He went off script for his 
address on Saturday,  “Families have 
the difficulties, families fight, some-
times plates can fly. Children bring 
headaches. I won’t speak about 
mother-in-laws. With families, there 

is always light. ... The family is like a 
factory of hope, a factory of Resur-
rection,” he said.

He also delivered a Mass on 
his last day in the US, once again 
speaking about the necessity of 
families and how small gestures of 
love are often the most appreciated.

It was recently revealed after 
the Pope returned to Rome that he 
had a secret meeting with Kim Davis, 
the controversial county clerk who 
refused to issue marriage licenses 
to same-sex couples. The Vatican 
at first denied the meeting took 
place, but then affirmed it on Sept. 
30. According to Davis’ lawyer, Kim 
and her husband Joe were sneaked 
into the Embassy, where the Pope 
told Mrs. Davis to “stay strong” after 
giving her rosaries. 

This information comes as a 

surprise because the LGBT+ Catholic 
community has supported the Pope 
due to his statement of, “Who am I to 
judge?” when speaking of same-sex 
marriage. It has been suggested that 
the visit with Mrs. Davis was about 
conscientious objection rather than 
approval of her actions. 

In a tweet he posted shortly 
after arriving in Rome, he said “With 
my heartfelt thanks. May the love 
of Christ always guide the American 
people! #GodBlessAmerica.”

Editors Note:  It was just 
revealed that, perhaps in a move 
to counteract his visit with Mrs. 
Davis, the Pope also had a private 
audience with an Argentinian friend. 
This friend, Yayo Grassi, brought his 
partner of 19 years, Iwan Bragus, to 
the Vatican Embassy to meet with 
Pope Francis.

Anna Headley 
Guest Contributor

A.L.I.C.E. | 1

Image courtesy of heavy.com/news



8
The Chieftain

chieftain@bhc.edu

Vol. 105 Iss. 08

Three bands displayed their tal-
ents in downtown Rock Island on 
Sept. 17 amidst storms and sirens.

Rozz Tox, a small cafe/ bar, is 
located next to Rooster’s on 3rd 
Avenue. The Last Glimpse, Model 
Stranger, and The Candymakers 
wowed the crowd with their music.

The Last Glimpse was the first 
band to perform. The Rock Island 
based band is, as guitarist/vocalist 
Jeffrey Loder said, “Original music, 
emotion, texture, crushing sound 
firmly rooted in 90’s alternative.” 

They got their start when vo-
calist/guitarist Steve Krug had been 
recording a solo project when Loder 
was a producer. After deciding to 
try to work together, they recruited 
drummer Dave Hughes and bassist 
Dayne Burton. More recently, they 
played a benefit at Rascals on Oct. 3 
for their friend Chicken Boy.  

You can catch The Last Glimpse 
at RIBCO (Rock Island County Brew-
ing Company) on Oct. 28 when they 
play a Smashing Pumpkins tribute. 
That show will start around 9 PM. 

The next act to hit the stage was 
Chicago-native Model Stranger, who 
was last in the Quad Cities on Feb. 
19 at RME. This time, however, the 
band had a full cast as compared to 
the February show, which was part 
of the Imitation Act Tour. The Imita-
tion Act Tour was in conjunction with 
the release of their EP Imitation Act. 

Model Stranger is self-described 
as “psychedelic grunge”. They draw 
inspiration from Tom Petty to Pearl 
Jam. During the show, the drums lit 
up during some songs.

Model Stranger will be onstage 
at WIU-Macomb campus at 9:30 on 
Oct. 30 for the college’s Halloween 
party. Vocalist Stephen Francis at-
tended WIU. The following night, the 
band will be in their home of Chicago 
at The Elbo Room at 8 PM for the 6th 
annual Elbo Room Halloween Party.

The final act of the night was The 
Candymakers, who are, as their face-
book says, “funk/soul/blues, Rock n’ 
Soul music”. The band won the Iowa 
Blues Challenge in 2011. They’ve re-
leased two CDS’, the first in February 
2012 and the second – titled Ridiculi-
cious – in September 2014. 

The band’s next show is Oct. 9 at 
Lefty’s in Des Moines at 9PM. There 
is a $5 cover charge to see them and 
Cedar County Cobras. 

You can check out all three 
bands on their websites at thelast-
glimpse.com, modelstranger.com, 
and thecandymakers.com. You can 
buy merchandise as well as music on 
their sites.

You’ve seen it a thousand 
times before. A guy falls for the 
wrong girl. A girl falls for the wrong 
guy, but before that, there’s some 
serious stalking going on and bun-
nies are being boiled. Substitute 
a cat for the bunny and you have 
the ironically titled, generic thriller 
“The Perfect Guy” that somehow 
wound up on the big screen in-
stead of being on Lifetime.

This movie seemed exactly like 
this years “No Good Deed.” The 
movie had a similar storyline, and 
it pretty much ended the way you 
thought it would. The movie makes 
a big deal out of how “smart” the 
villain is, but yet, he acts more stu-
pid than the average person watch-
ing this movie who’s seen multiple 
movies like this would act. Yes, this 
movie had some of the things that 
a good thriller should have, but I 
would have preferred an ending 
more like that of Gone Girl.

Cinema Blend stated that, 
“The Perfect Guy ultimately fails 
because of Michael Ealy’s villain, 
Carter Duncan. This isn’t to put 
the blame entirely on Ealy; even 
though his performance at times 
does over rely on stern, threat-
ening looks. The main reason for 
Carter’s failure is the way he’s writ-
ten. When he’s seducing Leah, he’s 
so perfect it’s actually dull. Then, 
when he turns psychotic, it’s just 
too unbelievable that a man of his 
attractiveness and stature would 
be this affected by the decline of 
the romance. Especially since he 
was fully to blame. “

Despite its issues as a film, 
The Perfect Guy deserves to be 
celebrated. Expertly marketed, it’s 
now the third African-American 
led film in a row, after “Straight 
Outta Compton” and “War Room”, 
to have topped the box office over 
the course of the last five weeks. 
When money is involved, Holly-
wood is a simple place.

Entertainment
Rozz Tox rocks in Rock Island

Anna Headley 
Guest Reporter

Psychotic thriller turns 
“perfectly” boring

Tyrone Lewis
Staff Reporter

See your tweets printed in our 
next issue by using #Chieftain 
or #HawkontheTweet. You can 
also post directly to our Twitter 

account.... @BHC_Chieftain.

Students who signed up for Newspaper Production Class, Jour 230, make up the regular staff of the 
Chieftain. The Fall Semester currently has nine staff members with additional submissions accepted as 
space allows and content permits. Professor Marifaith Mueller is the Advisor for this class.
Current Fall Staff consists of: 
Editor-in-Chief/Layout & Design/Webmaster..................................................... Jennifer A. Simmering
Business/Advertising/Photographer and Staff Reporter.................................... Chris Holt
Columnist and Staff Reporter............................................................................. Gayle Grundstrom
Sports Columnist and Staff Reporter.................................................................. Ryan Prochaska
Political Columnist and Staff Reporter................................................................ Ben Bopes
Photographer and Staff Reporter....................................................................... Tyrone Lewis
Staff Cartoonist.................................................................................................. Peter Pustejovsky
Guest Contributor.............................................................................................. Ale Toniazzo
Guest Sports Writer............................................................................................ Anna Headley
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