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 For those of you that do 
not know it, Black Hawk College 
President Bettie Truitt had the 
great opportunity of visiting Cuba 
from the 15 Illinois Community 
College Board (ICCB) who invited 
all the community colleges of Il
linois down to Cuba in order to 
do a Community College System 
Study.
 Dr. Truitt and four other 
Illinois Community College presi
dents, along with Executive Di
rector of the ICCB Karen Hunter
Anderson, traveled to Cuba on a 
general education license facili
tated by the Education Division of 
the Cuban Ministry of Culture.
 While there, Dr. Truitt 
said the group got to “meet and 
interact with the Cuban profes
sional educators to get an under
standing of the Cuban education 
system.” They learned about the 
Cuban programs, the history of 
higher education in Cuba, student 
placements and accessibility to 
higher education, and the job op
portunities upon graduation.
 The cultural differenc
es were apparent as Dr. Truitt 
showed off a picture of the capi
tal with cars from the 50’s and 
60’s parked all around. No, there 
was not a car show going on. The 
Cubans actually own and drive 
cars from that era. Dr. Truitt also 

said it was amazing to see the 
“impact that the lack of technolo
gy has had on teaching styles and 
learning” and the commitment 
that the government had made in 
the education of literacy and art. 
“They do a lot with very little,”  
she said.
 Nevertheless, she was 
surprised to see that the poverty 
did not weigh down on the peo
ple. “The poverty is very real with 
most people only making 25 to 30 
dollars a month,” said Dr. Truitt.
 However, despite what 
seems to us depressing poverty, 
the people seemed happy. Dr. Tru
itt described it as, “the warmth of 
the people outweighed the crum
bling buildings.”
 Good impressions were 
strong with the people that Dr. 
Truitt met there. One of those 
people was Professor Mario of 
History and Cuban Culture. On 
Dr. Truitt’s first day in Cuba, Pro
fessor Mario gave some interest
ing talks on his field of study. The 
impression was so good that she 
hopes someday she could invite 
him to come to the United States 
and give a lecture at Black Hawk.
 Another welcome factor 
of the trip was that Dr. Truitt be
lieves she would be very comfort
able with starting up a program to 
send Black Hawk Art Students to 
Cuba for a time to learn and expe
rience the culture and hopes that 
they might be able to set one up 

someday.
 Now that the participants 
are back, Dr. Truitt says that the 
ICCB and Community College 
Presidents will review what their 
options are and which opportuni
ties will best benefit the students.
 One of the options avail
able would be a program to 
globalize the curriculum and 
establish a framework to interna
tionalize the campus.
 Overall, Dr. Truitt seems 
very pleased with the trip and it 
sounds like she hopes it will lead
to new and exciting global pro
grams for the Black Hawk Stu
dents. Options available would be 
a program to globalize the curric
ulum and establish a framework 
to internationalize the campus.
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Do you pass by the art gallery 
and wonder, “What’s with all 
the metal hanging on the wall?” 
Well it is none other than an art 
exhibit featuring the works of 
Terry Rathje. Some of his works 
that are being displayed are flat
tened, while others have a more 
three dimensional structure. 
Terry explained this difference 
between his works by saying 
how his first projects  started 
flat, but as the years have pro
gressed his art has started to 
become more three dimension
al.

In my opinion, one of his 
most intriguing works would 
have to be Perception Engineers. 
“It’s a balance between physics 
and art,” said Terry in response 
to my question about this piece 
of art. Terry also discussed his 
fascination with perception and 
creating illusions using our per
ception of perspective. He got 

inspiration on this particular 
piece from another work using 
the same idea. In a way he saw 
this as a challenge to see if he 
could create such a work.

Another work that’s found to 
be fascinating would be Sephi
rot. This work is based around 
the traditional Sephirot or Tree 
of Life. In some parts of this 
work Terry actually had to alter 
the color of the metal to make 
each segment tie in with one 
another. Another interesting 
aspect of this work is the heart 
of Christ that centers the piece. 
At the opening, Terry talked 
about finding this artwork on a 
sheet of metal depicting Jesus 
with his heart emblazoned on 
his chest. Terry decided to cut 
out the heart for use in this 
artwork.

Another work that was 
talked about at great length 
was one that Terry titled In
equator. This work was created 
out of a flattened dollhouse. 
“The cobblestone is meant to 

be the equator, with the north
ern hemisphere above and the 
southern hemisphere below. I 
based the southern hemisphere 
off of Brazil,” was just a brief ex
planation of Inequator by Terry 
Rathje. Terry also mentioned 
that he did another work similar 
to this one titled The Reason for 
Curtains. You can see all these 
artworks and a few more in the 
art gallery through March 13th.

Perception, life, and a dollhouse
Chloanne Simmering

Chieftain Reporter

Needles or
measles?

  
 
 Measles, one of the lead
ing causes of deaths in young 
children, has once again gained 
the spotlight. Since the outbreak 
at Disneyland, parents and vac
cine critics alike have started to 
stir the pot to the debate that has 
lasted for centuries. 
Should we vaccinate our chil
dren? Is there a chance the im
munization could harm them?
 If you vaccinate your child, 
they would receive the MMR 
(measles – mumps – rubella) vac
cine. According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
the first dose is approximately 
93% effective and two doses are 
97% effective to prevent measles. 
 This just goes to show that 
immunizations are not going to 
protect everybody 100% of the 
time. If you end up sitting in a 
small waiting room at a doctor’s 

Gayle Grundstrom
Chieftain Reporter
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 Bacon and eggs for 
breakfast and dinner before 
8pm. This is normal for you, 
right? But for me it’sa huge dif
ference in the kitchen between 
Brazil and here! 
 In the first days when 
I came here, a year ago, I re
ceived a plate of bacon with a 
french toast in a restaurant. I 
looked to the food, touched my 
chin with my hand and thought: 
is it good? Slowly chewed, 
swallowed, took a sip of coffee 

and ... enjoyed it!  
 I confess that   for diet 
reasons   I don’t eat it every 
week. I prefer a cereal with gra
nola and sometimes omelet.
 I can say that the great
est gastronomic change was 
the breakfast. Bacon and om
elettes early in the morning I 
had only seen in movies! I have 
written about this in my blog 
(qctimes.com/stepbystep) and 
many people didn’t believe 
that it’s so unique, from both 
sides. 
 First, in Brazil breakfast 
is much simpler and it does 
not, in any way, have bacon 
slices. We eat fruit, natural 
fruit juice and more fruit! Toast 
with a little butter, milk or cof
fee and cereal. We may have 
eggs, but only in hotels or usu
ally in a special breakfast. 
 In American breakfast, 
my favorite is a yummy cinna
mon bagel with cream cheese, 
and pancakes with honey and 
pecans. Delicious!
 And bacon in Brazil? 
Only with pasta or meat, usu
ally at lunch. And speaking 

of lunch, salad and soup was 
not enough in the first month. 
Now, I love this combination! 
 Lunch in Brazil is the 
largest meal of the day. We 
want more pasta, more beef, 
more potatoes .... and the clas
sic Brazilian lunch: white rice, 
black beans and sometimes 
with a fried egg on the side. 
We usually have black coffee 
shortly after. 
 Dinner is usually after 8 
pm. Yes, we have late dinner! 
In my grandmother’s house, 
for example, the dinner is a 
slice of bread and butter, tea or 
coffee with milk and a fruit. 
 My mother prefers a 
grilled chicken and salad. I like 
light sandwiches or a hot dog 
over the weekend.
 Oh, important: our hot 
dog has tomato sauce, corn, 
peas, mozzarella cheese and 
shoestring potato. I prefer our 
hot dog... but I love the Ameri
can ice cream! Even more 
when it comes with M & M or 
when it is a vanilla milkshake.
 We have chocolate pizza 
and brownies; this is not unusu

al. In Brazil, no Mac and cheese 
or apple sauce! But there are 
brigadeiros   famous chocolate 
candy made with condensed 
milk   everyone loves!  Here, on 
the other hand, there are won
derful cookies. 
 And our pancakes are 
filled with meat or chicken; it 
is a dish for lunch, for example! 
And with all these tasty differ
ences, I am learning new tradi
tions and new flavors. 
 I’m happy with the op
portunity to try the famous 
(and delicious!) American cui
sine. But, I’m trying to not eat 
it all at once!

Allessandra “Ale” Toniazzo
Guest Contributor

Photo courtesy of Ale Toniazzo

No bacon for breakfast in Brazil

office next to a young child 
with measles, you cannot sit 
there with perfect faith that 
you won’t catch the airborne 
virus. To make matters worse, 
you may not realize you have 
caught the disease until about 
a week later.
The first symptoms of the dis-
ease are typically a high fever, 
runny nose, and a cough. As 
time passes, you could notice 
tiny white spots inside the 
cheeks of your mouth. The rash 
may eventually spread around 
your neck to reach your ap-
pendages. 
Although measles sounds like 
a worsened version of the flu 
with a dose of a gross rash, the 
possible complications associ-
ated with measles are much 
more worrisome. These com-
plications could include dehy-
dration, different infections, 
and blindness.
If the side effects of this illness 
are so extreme, then why are 
parents skeptical of vaccina-
tions? Celebrities like Jenny 
McCarthy, who are against 
measles vaccinations, claim 
that they cause autism in chil-
dren. However, this point is 
mute to the fact that there 
is no scientific evidence that 
such a problem is tied to the 
vaccine.
Children may also show up to 
school unvaccinated because 
immunizations are against 
their religion, or they could 
cause an allergic reaction in 
the child. Schools may also 
face issues when kids move in 
from a different state – some 

states have different require-
ments pertaining to vaccina-
tions than other states.
Parents may also argue that 
vaccinations are too expensive 
– at certain doctor’s offices it 
could cost more than $100 for 
an immunization shot. The se-
cret is to visit your local health 
department where you can 
typically receive a vaccine for a 
substantially cheaper amount.
Nurse Kenis Johnson from the 
Orion School District admit-
ted that it’s easy to feel over-
whelmed, as a parent, when 
it comes time to vaccinate a 
child. “Schools may require 
your kid to get this shot, or that 
shot. The next year or so they’ll 
need another. And why not get 
the flu shot while you’re up to 
it?”
Although children claim to 
hate receiving shots – the nee-
dle can be a little daunting – 
they are only around in order 
to help. 
Shouldn’t we just be thank-
ful that we have some kind of 
protection against the mea-
sles virus? Centuries ago, we 
would be hoping to find some-
one with a mild case so that 
we could infect ourselves and 
have the virus run its course in 
the least harmful manner. 
When the time comes to have 
those vaccinations done, have 
a Scooby Doo band-aid and 
a cookie at the ready for your 
kiddo. The best choice is still 
to vaccinate your child so that 
they can join the many adults 
who have never suffered from 
the measles.

Measles |

 

Black Hawk College was hon-
ored to receive a ltter from a 
couple  of 6th grade students 
from Hardin Middle School 
in Hardin, Montana. They are 
working on a school-wide 
project to learn more about 
higher education. Black Hawk 
was selected as one of many 
colleges throughout the 
country for this project. 
 John Meineke, Director 
of BHC Marketing and Public 
Relations, responded to the 
boys, Lucas and Arthur, with 
a letter explaining what stu-
dents might expect if coming 
here to Black Hawk. He also 
sent some Black Hawk College 
memorabilia from the campus 
bookstore. 
 The Chieftain staff 
heard about this project and 
wanted to offer advice to 
these students as they look 
forward to higher education. 
 Gayle Grudstrom says, 
“If there’s anything I would 
tell my sixth grade self about 
high school, it would be that it 
is nothing like you see on TV. 
Although you expect many 
things to be different, the only 
thing that really changes is 
your age. You’ll still be expect-
ed to work hard. You don’t 
have to go out to drink and 
party like the teenagers do on 
TV. That is the time of your life  
where you are learning the 
most about yourself, but don’t 
let that fact overwhelm you. 

Take advantage of every posi-
tive opportunity and don’t be 
afraid to express yourself.”
 Professor Marifaith 
Mueller, advisor of the Chief-
tain, recommends, “Take 
chances. Follow your interests 
and more importantly, your 
passion. That passion will lead 
you to classes that you will 
love and ultimately, a job that 
just doesn’t seem like work.” 
 “My advice,” Kather ine 
Pustejovsky offers, “is to use 
high school as a time to try 
things out. Think about all the 
multiple careers you would 
like to have or just things 
that you think would be fun 
to do, and try them out. It is 
never too early to plan, and 
your parents will love you for 
not experimenting in college 
when it will cost them more.”
 Ryan Prochaska wrote, 
“I am writing you from fifteen 
years in the future. I want you 
to forget eveyrthing you cur-
rently believe about the im-
portance of higher education. 
In fact, after your done read-
ing this letter, please don’t 
go outside and cause trouble 
with the neighborhood kids. 
Pick up a book!
 “Trust me, I am speak-
ing from experience. I am cur-
rently a twenty seven year old 
freshman in college, who also 
works a full time job in a rath-
er nasty factory. Believe me, 
you do not want to go down 
the same path I did. 
 

Dear Sixth Grade Me
Jennifer A. Simmering

EditorinChief & Design

sixth grade | 3
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 To me, St. Patrick’s Day is a day 
to take on the lightheartedness of 
the Irish. My brothers, sisters, and 
I have always believed the best 
part about St. Patrick’s Day was 
the Irish jokes and quotes. There 
is nothing we like better than 
to throw them back and forth 
amongst family and friends to see 
how many we could remember, 
or if there were new ones that 
we had not heard yet. It is also 
the only day that we can joke and 
quote without someone getting 
into a fight - a serious one that 
is. I mean, how can you grumble 
about your life when you look at 
what the Irish went through and 
see that they still could be so 
goodhumored and ready to keep 
fighting?

Unfortunately, the luck of 
the Irish was not all that good 
when you look through the eyes 
of history. There was the potato 
famine that, according to the 
History Channel, killed nearly 
one million people and caused 
the mass emigration of 2 million 
people from Ireland; many people 
died from starvation and famine 
related diseases. By 1921, Ency
clopedia Britannica says that “the 
Irish population was barely half of 
what it was in the early 1840s.” 

Many of the Irish immigrated 

to the United States where they 
were not warmly welcomed. The 
Irish here had to deal with poverty, 
prejudices, and mistreatment. 

According to U.S. History’s 
article on “Irish and German Im
migration”, the Irish immigrants 
ended up getting involved in 
almost every laborintensive en
deavor, like constructing railroads 
and building canals and “much 
of the country was built on their 
backs.” They were thanked by 
political parties who, U.S. History 
says, worked to oppress the immi
grants. The life of an Irishman was 
not even close to easy and they 
were lucky not to get wiped off 
the face of the earth.

So where did this jovialness 
come from? Maybe it is from their 
philosophy, which goes something 
like this.

“There are only two things to 
worry about: either you are well 
or you are sick. If you are sick, then 
there are only two things to worry 
about: either you will get well or 
you will die. If you get well, then 
there are only two things to worry 
about: either you will go to heaven 
or hell. If you go to heaven, there 
is nothing to worry about. But if 
you go to hell, you’ll be so damn 
busy shaking hands with friends 
you won’t have time to worry.” 

That is a positive outlook on 
life and one of many witty and 
fun sayings that the Irish possess. 

Lori Meghan Gallagher, director of 
the Center for Irish Studies at the 
University of St. Thomas, told the 
Houston Chronicle that, “despite 
adversity, they are by and large a 
happy people.”

There is a movie called “Far 
and Away”, which I think best 
sums up the life of an Irishman. 
The movie is based on a true story 
about a young man who wants to 
be a farmer, but his father’s land in 
Ireland is no good and full of rocks. 
Then his father dies, he’s evicted, 
and his house is burned down all 
in one day. 

He ends up in America where 
he is pushed around by an Ameri
can gang in New York. He almost 
dies of starvation on the streets 
and, when he finally has a chance 
to get the land that he wants, he 
dies…practically. Yet, through all 
that tragedy, there is another way 
to look at his life. 

First, he was lucky to get a 
chance to go to America because 
he had no money at all a rich girl 
paid his way. It’s amazing that he 
ever got out of New York and it 
was through plain stubbornness 
and hard work that he finally got 
the land that he wanted and the 
girl that he loved in the end. Well…
not quite, there was some Irish 
luck thrown in there too, but it’s 
only appropriate that there should 
be some somewhere. However, 
the major reason why he made it 

through life was his Irish persever
ance.

That is not to say that poverty 
did not get to them; they just 
manage to look at it differently. 
Otherwise, it would not be a saying 
that, “If you want to know what 
God thinks of money, just look at 
who he gives it to!” or “Drink is 
the curse of the land. It makes you 
fight with your neighbor. It makes 
you shoot at your landlord and 
it makes you miss him.” Yeah, 
whoever said that had definitely 
had money problems, but it didn’t 
stop them from turning it into a 
chance to laugh. 

That’s the luck of the Irish, the 
luck of being fighters. They could 
joke and be witty about their 
problems because they were not 
going to give up no matter what. 
So learn from the Irish and for St. 
Patrick’s Day decide to have fun, 
look up some Irish jokes, laugh 
your problems away, and have an 
Irish attitude at least for one day.

Much can be learned from the joshing of the Irish
Katherine Pustejovsky

Chieftain Reporter

Art Professor Zaiga Thorson, 
who teaches Art 246 Graphic 
Design, says, “Every semester 
I have the graphic design stu
dents make a brochure as a class 
project.” But then she decided to 
take it a step further and make it 
a real world project. 

    This semester, Thorson got 
a message from Tami Schmidt, 
who is a board member of the 
River Bend Wildland Trust, asking 
her if the students could make 
a brochure for them to distrib
ute in the Quad Cities.  The bro
chure was to encourage people 
to make and plant plants favored 
by Monarch Butterflies using 
a technique they call Monarch 
Truffles. Thorson agreed and the 
project has excelled from there.

    The idea was enthusiasti
cally taken up by the graphic 
design students. The class was 
broken up into groups of two. 
“The competition was fierce to 
see who could come up with the 
best idea,” said student Darek 
Ward.

    Unfortunately, the class 
hit a snag when the pictures 

they were going to use for the 
brochure turned out to be very 
blurry. But, the teacher and class 
saw this as a great opportunity to 
learn more about their project. 
So on Feb 27th, they invited Tami 
Schmidt to demonstrate and let 
the students make their own 
Monarch Truffles.

    One of the participants, 
David Cannon II, said he took 
advantage of this opportunity 
because if someone read the 
brochure and asked him if he 
could make the Monarch Truf
fles, he could say, “Yes, I can,” 
without hesitation. 

    The process of making the 
Truffles was rather simple and 
easy to do. It included taking 
a mixture of compost and clay 
and rolling it into about one
inch balls. Then they proceeded 
to put a thumb print in the balls 
and fill it up with native flower 
seeds that attract the Monarchs. 
Next, they rolled the clay back 
into a ball with the seeds now 
inside the center of the clay ball. 
The final step will be placing the 
balls in the ground as soon as the 
ground begins to thaw a little. 
Then nature will do the rest.

    The group worked as a 
team with Paul Lacefield taking 
the pictures and Tenae Boggs, 
David Cannon II, Jaclyn Frey, 
and Valeria Rernal watching the 
process and then making their 
own Monarch Truffles. All the 
students agreed that the project 
was fun and they enjoyed the 
opportunity.

    The Monarch Truffles that 
the students made will be used 
by Candace Marner, the BHC 
groundskeeper, to make a prairie 
on the Campus grounds.

    This class project seems to 
have not only helped the Mon
archs and River Bend Wildland 
Trust, but has also given the 
students a great opportunity to 
try out their talents on the real 
world, which they are certainly 
taking advantage of.

Katherine Pustejovsky
Chieftain Reporter

Graphic design class takes on monarch truffles “Up to this point, you’ve done 
exceptionally well in school. 
Unfortunately you will soon 
be fixated on socializing with 
friends instead of studying 
and preparing for college. 
 “All the friends you 
have now ill not be around 
in fifteen years, so stop wor-
rying about impressing your 
friends. 
 “I should be a journal-
ist right now instead of being 
a freshman in college. 
 “If you don’t take your 
school seriously from here on 
out, you will ultimately bare-
ly pass high school with a “C” 
average, and then decide to 
skip college for a factory job. 
One day you wake upo at the 
age of twenty six and realize 
you made the biggest mis-
take of your life by not going 
to college right out of high 
school. 
 “Younger Ryan, I beg 
you to take school more se-
riously, otherwise you’ll end 
up being my age and wish-
ing every day you went to 
college earlier.”
 Finally, Chloanne Sim-
mering simply advised,  “The 
answer was “C”.... You will un-
derstand what that means 
later.” 
 Good Luck Class of ‘21!

sixth grade | 
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The year of the sheep

  
  
 The Quad Cities BHC 
community celebrated the Year 
of the Sheep – or sometimes re
ferred to as Year of the Goat – 
on February 19. This event was 
made special by the beautiful 
calligraphy from student Xiaoqi 
Wang, and Chinese food catered 
in by HyVee.
 There was also a spe
cial guest appearance by Paul 
Wang, who demonstrated a 
cultural dance for the students. 
Paul Wang and his friends spend 
time every year going to events 
and schools to spread the joy of 
Chinese customs.
 Like many of the stu
dents who attended, I thought 
the food was amazing and that 
the celebration was exciting, 
but I didn’t really understand 
what was so significant about 
the Sheep/Goat.
 Juanita Zertuche, Inter
national/Transition Coordinator 
for BHC, says the Chinese New 
Year is one of the biggest holi
days on their calendar. “Schools 
close, businesses close, and it’s 
just a big celebration that takes 
days to prepare for.”
 Twelve different animals 
are tied to the Chinese New Year 
celebration, and they change at 
every new year. The animal for 
2015 was the Sheep – but what 
does that mean?
 According to ChinaHigh
lights.com, there are many 
things that can be labeled as 
“symbolic” for the people who 

are born, or have been born, 
on the Year of the Sheep. There 
are the customary Zodiac lucky 
numbers, colors, lucky flowers, 
your “lucky direction”, and so 
on. There are also careers that 
are best  suited for you if you 
have been born on a Year of the 
Sheep, such as an actor, teacher, 
or a pediatrician.
 If this reminds you of 
what you read about yourself 
in your Horoscope online every 
day, or in the newspaper (yes, 
they usually have a weekly horo
scope also), you would be on 
the right track. Your Horoscope 
Zodiac sign is in the same family 
as what animal you are catego
rized as in the Chinese calendar 
– it’s just not exactly the same 
thing.
 The Chinese New Year is 
now in its 4,713rd year! That’s 
thousands of years older than 
the United States! Although 
you may not believe it when 
your Chinese animal tells you 
that your “lucky day” is going 
to be next week, it’s hard not to 
respect such a prominent ele
ment of a culture that has been 
around for so long.

Gayle Grundstrom
Chieftain Reporter

In the Hawk’s Nest w/Chloe
 
 

 Spring break is swiftly 
approaching so this month 
the question I posed to my 
fellow students in the Hawk’s 
Nest is “What are you doing 
over spring break?” I got a lot 
of good responses and here 
are a few of the ones that 
stuck out to me the most:

Catching up on projects and 
a little TLC - Ana

Job shadowing at a robotics 
engineering firm - Darius

Working - John

Visiting Kentucky State - Da-
vid

Planting flowers - Katrina

Drinking tea and working - 
Sabrina

Going to Chicago and the 
Mall of America - Fancy

Try and finish the last install-
ment of the Kingdom Keep-
ers series - Justin

Getting an engagement ring 
for my girlfriend - Shaun

Hanging out with friends - 
David

Watching Fifty Shades of 
Gray - Anonymous

As for my plans for spring 
break? Work is mainly what I 
will be doing, but I am sure I 
will have some time to catch 
up on some reading.

Chloanne Simmering
Chieftain Reporter

    In Building 4 Room 117, there is a place for 
military students and veterans to gather and re
lax. The VRC (Veterans Resource Center) offers 
educational benefits counseling, wifi, comput
ers, and printers for military students and vet

erans’ use, refreshments such as coffee or snacks, a lounge area 
that includes tvs and couches, and fellow veterans to assist with 
tutoring. While in the VRC, student vets can talk with each other 
about their experiences both in school and life in general. 
    The VRC is selling t-shirts for both veterans and non-veterans 
alike; all proceeds will benefit the Military Students and Veter
ans Club. The cost of the shirts will be determined at the next 
meeting on Tuesday, March 31 at 2 pm, as the normal meeting 
date of Friday the campus is closed due to Good Friday. 

Veterans Resource Center at
Black Hawk College

    On Wednesday, March 25 there will 
be a Job Fair in the Gym in Building 3 
from 10 am to 2 pm. There will be over 
75 different employers at the Job Fair, 
so dress professionally and bring plen
ty of resumes; admission to the Fair is 
free. For more information, questions, 
or to find out how to volunteer, contact 
Marceia Duhm at (309) 7965191 or 
duhmm@bhc.edu. 

Some of The Chieftain staff will be at
tending the Illinois Community College 
Journalism Association’s (ICCJA) Spring 
Conference April 9th and 10th in Utica, 
Illinois. In addition to attending sessions 
that will enhance their skills, ICCJA will 
hold an Awards Banquet where some of 
the Chieftain staff members may be able 
to win recognition for their hard work. 
Wish them luck!

Chieftain staff is on their way 

Professor Marifaith Mueller,  Advisor
Anna Headley,    Sports Editor
Jennifer A. Simmering,   Editor, Layout & Web Design
Gayle Grundstrom,   Staff Reporter
Ryan Prochaska,    Sports Reporter
Katherine Pustejovsky,   Staff Reporter
Chloanne Simmering,   Staff Reporter 

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and on our website at   
www.ChieftainBHC.wordpress.com

Double feature film club
      
  
 “Movies are our American fam
ily album. They not only tell us 
how we looked back then, but 
also who we were and what 
we cared about, what made 
us laugh and cry. They mirror 
world events and often influ
ence our thoughts and prompt 
us to take action.” 

Professor Tom Vaccaro is pas
sionate about films and movies. 
He wanted to start the film club 
because he needed to be able 
to show films relevant to what 
the class was studying, but many 
were too long to watch during a 
normal class period. More im
portantly, he wanted to open 
up the viewing opportunity to 
share with other students as well. 

Vaccaro says that the Double 
Feature Film Club was inspired by 
his course “TV 212: The History 
and Appreciation of Motion Pic
tures.” It traces the origin and 
development of motion pic

tures through lectures, reading 
and viewing of pertinent films. 
Some of the films studied are 
25, 50, and even 100 years old. 

 In order to give students 
the opportunity to view these 
classic and important films in their 
entirety, the Double Feature Film 
Club will show movies on select 
Thursdays and Fridays through
out the semester. They will screen 
some legendary films and follow 
with a discussion about the tech
nical, emotional, inspirational and 
entertaining aspects of the films. 

 Refreshments will be 
provided and all Black Hawk 
College students are invited! 

 In honor of Women’s 
History month they will be 
screening “A League of Their 
Own” on Thursday, March 12 at 
12:30 p.m., and the computer an
imated movie “Brave” on Friday, 
March 13 at 1:00 p.m. All movies 
will be viewed in the Student Life 
Center next to the Hawk’s Nest 
on the second floor of Building 4. 

Jennifer A. Simmering
EditorinChief & Design
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Veterans Resource Center at

If you are into new scientific 
technology and space explora
tion, check out the Putnam Mu
seum’s current exhibit created 
with the help of NASA’s Jet Pro
pulsion Laboratory. 

“Alien Worlds and An
droids” introduces the strange 
and unusual both on earth and 
space. It allows visitors to join in 
the search to find alien life forms, 
and also informs them about the 
alienlike life forms that can also 
be found here on earth. 

In addition, visitors will be 
introduced to the technologies 
used to explore the distant solar 
systems and extreme environ
ments closer to home. There 
are even robots there that will 
remind you of C3PO and Iron 
Man. 

Hours: MonSat, 10am5pm 
and Sundays, Noon5pm.

“Alien Worlds and Androids” 
will continue through May 25th.

BHC student cost is $13.50.

For a fun night of gazing at 
the stars and maybe learning a 
few constellations, the Popular 
Astronomy Club is hosting a tour 
of the spring night sky at the 
Niabi Zoo Parking Lot. 

There will be telescopes 
there with which you can look 
for Venus, Jupiter, and Mars (at 
sunset) as well as other objects 
including: the Double Cluster, the 
Great Orion Nebula, the Pleaides 
Cluster and Mizar should be 
visible (weather permitting). It is 
amazing how much more beauti
ful the sky is when you look at it 
up close. 

The event is free and will 
be held on Saturday, March 21, 
2015 at 7pm; however, it could 
be canceled due to a cloudy sky 
or bad weather. Call (309) 797
3120 for updates.

Come join the family of Quad 
City Mallards’ fans and watch 
the Mallards play at the iWire
less Center on the 14th, 15th, 
18th, and 27th of March. The 
games will continue to keep fans 
on their toes as they have been 
inconsistent throughout this 
season. If you would like to get 
tickets, the prices range from 
$10 to $28 and if you would like 
more information, go to https://
iwirelesscenter.com. Become 
part of the fun and be surprised 
by the Mallards hockey games.

If you enjoy a more quiet and 
relaxed break from the stress of 
the midterm tests, you might 
like to go to the “Paperback 
and Coffee” offered for free at 
the Bettendorf Public Library on 
Thursday, March 19th at 9:30am. 
The event is open to the public 
and will be held in the Elizabeth 
R Malmros Room. Get comfort
able, enjoy the hot Coffee, and 
relax after all your hard work at 
this event. 

Love country music and 
dancing? You should check out 
the “Country Dance and Lesson” 
hosted by the IC Country Dancers 
at the Iowa City Moose Family 
Center. There will be line dancing, 
partner dancing and a whole lot 
of fun. It is a light hearted way to 
hang out with friend and family 
or meet new people. The event 
is open to the public, and all ages 
are welcome. The event is on 
Thursday, March 19th, beginning 
at 7pm, and the price is $5 for 
adults and $3 for students. Have 
some lighthearted fun through 
country dancing.

Don’t miss out on 
the Annual “St. Pat
rick’s Parade” this year 
to be held right after 
the Midterm Final on 

Saturday March 14th at 11:30am. 
This event will be a great way to 

relax after the stressful tests and 
start off the spring break right. 
The grand parade will start at 
the corner of 4th Avenue and 
23rd Street in Rock Island, travel 
through downtown, across the 
Centennial Bridge, then to West 
3rd Street, and proceed through 
downtown Davenport, along an 
expanded route to RiverCenter 
at E. 3rd and Perry Streets. There 
will also be a special mass cel
ebrated before the parade at 
St. Mary’s in Rock Island start
ing at 10 am. The celebration is 
beautiful to watch even if you 
are not Catholic. So, pick a good 
spot with your friends near your 
favorite hangout or someplace 
new and make a day out of it.

You may still find it hard to 
play baseball in this weather, but 
that does not mean there aren’t 
other ways to enjoy the sport. 
At the Herbert Hoover National 
Historic Site on March 14th and 
21st at 2pm, there will three 
baseball movie showings. Then, 
from March 21st through 22nd, 
there will be a baseball exhibit 
including internationally recog
nized Randy L. Kaplan’s collec
tion of autographed baseballs 
from world leaders and heads of 
state. The museum will be open 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. For 
information about either one of 
these events you can call: 319
6435301.

Do you know of an event 
coming up that you’d like to see 
featured in The Chieftain? Let us 
know! Send an email to Chief
tain@bhc.edu.

Be active in the Quad Cities during spring break
Katherine Pustejovsky

Chieftain Reporter
Classifieds 

$40 - Introduction to Sociology: A 
Collaborative Approach, Third 
Edition
ISBN: 9780979153853

$30  An Introduction to Literature
E. Barnet Pearson
ISBN: 9780205633098

$40  College Algebra, Fourth 
Edition
ISBN: 9780321693990

$40  Sociology: A Downto
Earth Approach, Eleventh Edition
ISBN: 9780205096541

$25  Experience History: In
terpreting America’s Past His
tory 105: U.S. History to 1877 
Black Hawk College Custom 
Edition
ISBN: 9781121850767

$15  Voices of Freedom: A Doc
umentary History, Volume Two, 
Third Edition by Eric Foner
ISBN: 9780393935684

$30 - Taking Sides: Clashing 
Views on Global Issues, Sev
enth Edition
ISBN: 9780078050244

$30 - The Art of Public Speaking
Stephen E. Lucas
ISBN: 9780073406732

Contact Jennifer  for any of 
these books at (309)7567048

To list your items 
for sale, apart-

ment for rent, con-
gratulations to a 

friend, or employ-
ment ads, email 
chieftain@bhc.

edu, or stop by the 
office in Building 4, 

Room 116. 

Twisted fables By Peter Pustejovsky 

Priority Registration for the Summer and Fall 2015 Semesters be
gins on April 9th. Contact Advising to schedule an appointment 

today!  Call (309) 7965101.
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 You are walking to 
your car at night after some 
long hours of studying. It’s 
dark and there is a long walk 
to your car in the back of the 
parking lot. Such situations 
are not ideal but sometimes 
they are unavoidable. Unfor-
tunately, statistics show that 
one in four girls have been 
assaulted in college and that 
there are over 1800 cases of 
rape, sexual assault, or sexual 
abuse a day said Kevin Ander-
son a MMA fighter and brown 
belt who taught the self-de-
fense class set up by the Stu-
dent Life Office on March 5th.
      With odds like, that it is wise 
to be prepared for anything 
that might happen.
    In the class, Kevin Anderson 
taught the students different 
ways on how to prevent as-
saults, techniques for warding 
off an assault, and how to use 
everyday objects to defend 
yourself.
    To start out with, Kevin An-
derson stressed the impor-
tance of being aware of your 
surroundings at all times. 
“Your head has to be on a 
swivel at all times and ab-

solutely no looking down at 
your phone,” said Anderson. 
“An attacker’s best advantage 
is one of surprise, so you must 
not give it to them.”
 Then Anderson ex-
plained how important it was 
to assert confidence and con-
trol when you are in an un-
comfortable position. If you 
look vulnerable the attacker is 
more likely to strike because 
you look like an easy target.
    Next, the students got to 
work on physical defense. If 
the attacker did not get the 
message, you now have full 
right to go in and do damage. 
However, when the attacker 
tries to grab you it is impor-
tant to act fast, with every 
move having the purpose of 
inflicting as much damage as 
possible without either hurt-
ing yourself or tiring you out 
explained Anderson. In order 
to do that, the students prac-
ticed different moves from 
breaking hand gripes to find-
ing the venerable spots on the 
attacker and taking full ad-
vantage. There is nothing bet-
ter than a thumb in the voice 
box, an elbow in the face, and 
a knee in the groin to totally 
make anyone feel defeated.
    Finally, since most attacks 

are unexpected, Anderson 
went over how you can use 
objects like keys and a debit 
card as a defense weapon. He 
took a car key and held it like 
a knife in front of him, explain-
ing that when you hold it like 
that the key is less likely to slip 
from your hand and you are 
less likely to injure yourself ac-
cidently. Next, he took a debit 
card and said, “Even though 
the card is flimsy and won’t 
do any good by itself, you can 
hold it in your hand with one 
third of it sticking out. The card 
then becomes a great weapon 

against your assailant.”
 Each and every one of 
the students came out of that 
class knowing more than they 
came in and, in addition, got 
to safely try everything out 
with a great deal of laughs 
and jokes. There was wonder-
ful participation from every-
one and also great questions 
asked not only by the partici-
pants, but by bystanders as 
well. A great deal of fun banter 
was shared as well as new and 
practical information, so that 
now the Black Hawk students 
are prepared for anything.

Students armed with self defense knowledge
Katherine Pustejovsky

Chieftain Reporter

Photo Courtesy of Holly Smith
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February saw the Mallards 
be consistently inconsistent 
throughout the month, playing 
well one day and then perform
ing poorly the next. This was 
perhaps most evident during 
their trip to Brampton Feb. 2023.

On Feb. 11, the Mallards beat 
the Missouri Mavericks 32 in 
a comeback win, goals coming 
from Anthony Collins (Matt 
Duffy, Mario Lamoureux), Jeff Lee 
(Nicolas Rioux, Kevin Baker), and 
Lamoureux (Duffy, Nick Grasso).

The Mallards dropped the 
contest Feb. 13 21 against the 
Tulsa Oilers in the first game of 
a homeandhome series. Mike 
Monfredo scored the lone Mal
lards goal, finding twine with 
just 1.1 seconds left in the 
second period with help from 
Justin Fox and Lamoureux.

At 17:27 of the third period, 
Kyle Bochek went hard into the 
boards after being boarded by 
Fox. Bochek remained on his 
stomach for a minute before the 
medic flipped him over. Bochek 
remained on the bench for the 
rest of the game. Fox was as
sessed a five minute penalty for 
boarding and a game misconduct. 

On Valentine’s Day, the Mal
lards beat the Tulsa Oilers 3-2, 
splitting the home and home series 
with the Oklahoma-based team.

Roughly ninety seconds after 
Lee’s goal, Paxton Leroux and 
Bochek dropped the gloves. At 
1:41 of the final frame, Collins 
and Jake Obermeyer dropped 
the gloves, earning them game 
misconducts for unsportsmanlike 
conduct as well as five for fighting.

Monfredo’s birthday was 
that night, and it appears as if 
he enjoyed himself, racking up 
assists on all three Mallards goals.

The Mallards beat the Allen 
Americans 21 Feb 16 in the 
second of six meetings between 
the two teams. Three players 
were called with roughing pen
alties at the end of the game, 
Monfredo, Gens, and Gary Steffes 
engaging in a shoving match.

On Feb. 20 the Mal
lards dropped their first 
contest against the lone Ca
nadian team since 31 Jan 6-2.

The Mallards believed they 
had scored at 17:18 of the third 
period, but the goal was waived 
off. Coach Terry Ruskowski disput

ed the call, gaining a bench minor 
for unsportsmanlike conduct. 
The Beast were able to capital
ize on the 5on3 powerplay, Ling 
scoring from Maione and Donati.

The Mallards won 6-3 
Feb 22 in a rebound win 
against the Brampton Beast.

The Mallards dropped 
their schoolday contest in 
Brampton 52 on Feb 23.

At 6:08 of the third, Painchaud 
completed his hattrick with help 
from Donati and Ling, chasing 
Milner from the net to be re
placed by Evan Mosher. Leroux 
was ejected from the game 
at 12:33 of the third, Fox and 
Painchaud both receiving miscon
ducts at 18:42 of the final frame.

On Feb. 25, the Flock lost a 
hard-fought battle against the 
Allen Americans, losing 42. A 
few minutes after Eviston’s goal 
at 7:40 of the first, Lamoureux 
was slashed by Amerks goalie 
Riley Gill. While Lamoureux was 
on the ground Gill skated over 
to him and then delivered three 
quick crosschecks to Lamoureux’s 
head. Mosher skated towards 
the center line but stopped 
before crossing his own blue 
line. The only penalty called on 
Gill was slashing, causing the 

Sports

Mallards consistently inconsistent down the stretch
Anna Headley
Sports Editor
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Swinging for spring success

Rejoice golf fans - the birds are 
chirping, the flowers are bloom
ing, and the grass on the fairway 
is once again turning green. 

   Well ok, we’re not exactly 
experiencing springlike condi
tions quite yet here in Moline, 
but that’s not stopping the 2015 
Men’s Golf team from preparing 
for the upcoming spring season. 

   The Braves are coached 
by Gary Huber, who is also the 
Athletic Director at Black Hawk. 
The golf program already had 
an extensive track record of 
success prior to Coach Huber 
joining the program, winning 
nine Region IV Championships, 
and twentytwo Arrowhead 
Conference Championships.

   Coach Huber, who is en
tering his sixteenth season as 
Head Coach, has continued the 
winning tradition by coaching the 
Braves to eleven Region IV Cham
pionships and also eight more 
Arrowhead Championships. 

   However, Coach Huber 
doesn’t want his players to 
worry about winning and 
losing. His expectations for the 
team are much more mean
ingful than just a record. 

   “It’s not all about winning 
and losing; it’s about the devel
opment of people,” Coach Huber 

said. “In this profession, we 
spend too much time worrying 
about wins and losses, and what 
happens is these young men and 
women walk away from sports 
and say ‘I had a terrible time, 
and I didn’t like my experience’.” 

   Coach Huber continued. “I 
want my guys to come out of this 
program and say, I had a ball, it 
was a great time, and I loved it.”

   Coach Huber also acknowl
edges the fact that sometimes 
coaches tend to get upset with 
players who don’t perform well, 
but Coach Huber has never seen 
a player who was not trying. 

   “I don’t think any athlete 
or individual in life, when they 
have their mind set on some kind 
of sport or profession, goes out 
there and makes a strong effort to 
say ‘you know what I’m not going 
to be very good today’,” Coach 
Huber said. “These guys are hard 
enough on themselves. They cer
tainly don’t need Coach Huber 
micromanaging them, and telling 
them that they need to get better.”

   Golf fans in general have 
plenty of reasons to get excited 
about the upcoming season.

    For instance, this year’s 
roster consists of quality golfers, 
like sophomores Cody Bender, 
Chad Nitz, and Elijah Day. 

   Joe Hanlin, who is the 

only freshman in the start
ing five rotation, is another 
player the fans need to keep 
an eye out for this season. 

   Another reason to get 
excited is the fact that the guys 
have been practicing all winter 
long, despite the snow and the 
freezing temperatures outside. 

   No, they weren’t outside 
practicing and risking the 
chance of getting frost bites. 
They were inside using the 
brand new golf simulator the 
school installed last January.  

   That’s right, a golf simu
lator, which not only allows 
the players to practice year 
around, but also educates them 

on what aspect of their game 
they can ultimately improve on. 

The simulator informs 
the guys on the exact loca
tion they’re striking the ball, 
the distance, and the spin on 
the ball they’re getting as well. 
All of these different features 
will help develop and improve 
each player’s individual game.

   Coach Huber mentioned 
how the players love the simu
lator, and Chad Nitz agrees. 

   “It keeps us swinging in the 
winter which is great, and you 
can’t ask for much more. It’s a very 
expensive piece of equipment, 
and it tells you exactly how you’re 
hitting, when you’re off line, and 

Ryan Prochaska
Sports Reporter

Golf | 10

Men’s 2015 Golf Team.  Photo Courtesy Gary Huber

Mallards during warm-ups on Feb 25. Photo courtesy Anna Headley
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Let the madness begin: men’s NCAA hoops wraps 

   The month of madness 
is upon us, as the 2015 NCAA 
Men’s Basketball Tournament, is 
now only a few days away. The 
mayhem begins on March 17, 
so it’s time to get your brackets 
ready and enjoy over two weeks 
of non-stop basketball action.

   The tournament consists 
of 68 teams competing for the 
opportunity to win a National 
Championship. Whether you’re 
a diehard basketball fan or not, 
the NCAA Tournament pro-
vides entertainment for nearly 
everyone to enjoy. The tourna-
ment is always full of drama. 
The games are always nail biters, 
and it is extremely rare to see 
a team blow out the opposi-
tion, which is great entertain-
ment for the fans perspective. 

 What makes the tournament 
so interesting and exciting, is the 
fact that nearly every team has 
the chance to win the tourna-
ment, despite their seeding. This 
is why predicting the outcome 
of the games proves to be a 
rather difficult challenge. Fans 
and sports analysis’s, have to 
account for the fact that there 
will be upsets left and right, 
when filling out their brackets. 
Every year the tournament has 
one or two Cinderella teams that 

define the odds against them, 
and surprise everyone with a 
deep run in the tournament. 

   For instance, last year in the 
South region, the eleventh seed 
Dayton Flyers, shocked everyone 
when they defeated the sixth 
seed Ohio State Buckeyes in the 
first round, and then knocked 
off Syracuse, who was a third 
seed. Dayton would then go on 
to defeat Stanford in the Sweet 
Sixteen round, and was only one 
win away from reaching the Final 
Four, for the first time in school 
history, before finally losing by 

ten points to the number one 
seed Florida Gators. Unpredict-
ably, I found myself cheering 
for Dayton, and even though I 
have no emotional ties to the 
school, the underdog factor the 
team represented had me ab-
solutely mesmerized with their 
success. As of now, college bas-
ketball experts has Dayton as 
an eighth seed in the Midwest 
region. The Flyers could poten-
tially face the undefeated Ken-
tucky Wildcats, who is currently 
the number one ranked team in 
the nation, in the Sweet Sixteen 

round, and I wouldn’t be sur-
prised if they somehow pull off a 
miracle and defeat the Wildcats.

   Speaking of the Kentucky 
Wildcats, they are the heavy fa-
vorite to be the team cutting 
down the nets at Lucas Oil 
Stadium in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
which is the site of this years 
Final Four, and rightfully so. The 
Wildcats have yet to lose a game 
this season, and it’s feasible to 
believe the school will win their 
ninth National Title. Kentucky 

Final Four Logo photo courtesy http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:2015FinalFourLogo.png

Ryan Prochaska
Sports Reporter

crowd to voice their displea-
sure at the officiating loudly.

Paxton Leroux and Tyler Barr 
dropped the gloves at 12:16 of 
the opening frame. Barr had 
signed with the Mallards during 
the offseason but failed to report 
to training camp; he found his 
way onto the Americans’ roster 
at roughly the midseason mark. 
Sixteen seconds after Leroux’s 
fight Mike Monfredo fought 
with Gary Steffes. Both fights 
were met with approval by the 
crowd as a retaliation for Gill’s 
actions a few minutes prior.

Logan Nelson scored at 
13:06 of the first period, Baker 

and Jeff Lee receiving assists. 
Just over three minutes into 
the final period Leroux was as-
sessed a five minute fighting 
penalty and a game misconduct 
for aggressor after delivering a 
bone-jarring check to Garrett 
Clarke at the Allen blue line. 
The Mallards were shorthand-
ed for five minutes due to that 
penalty, successfully killing it.

On Friday Feb. 27, the Mal-
lards announced that Evan 
Haney had been waived. Of all 
the guys on the team, there’s 
only three or four that I’d say I’ve 
become friends with this season, 
and Evan is one of them. At post-
game parties at Fridays, I’d often 

talk with him about our paper 
or college; two days before he 
was cut we’d been talking about 
the price of ads and he joked 
that he’d write an article for us. 

“Maybe I’d do weather,” he 
laughed. Mosher told him to 
use transitioning words, and 
then Evan continued with, “or 
the horoscopes. But I’d just 
do it for March. Like if you’re 
a Taurus in March then....” I 
had been planning on asking 
him if he was serious about 
writing an article the next time 
I saw him, but alas I could not. 

Feb. 27 saw the Flock shut-
out the Mavericks, scoring 
three goals themselves as 

Milner let none past him. 
Captain McMillan earned his 
200th career point after assist-
ing Fiddler’s empty net goal.

The next night the Mal-
lards went down 2-0 in the 
first period after two short-
handed goals were scored on 
the same penalty. However, 
the Flock rallied to win 4-2.

March 1 finished the three 
game in three nights stretch 
for the Mallards, losing 3-2 in 
a shootout. The Mallards came 
out tentatively in the first period, 
and scarcely improved the rest of 
the night. The shootout was an-
ticlimactic, as no Mallards were 
able to find the back of the net.

Mallards |

Madness |9

Adventures of Hawk on the Tweet
By Peter Pustejovsky 
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has had three Final Four ap-
pearances in the last four years. 
The Wildcats won a National 
Championship back in 2012, 
and was the runner up in the 
tournament last year, when they 
lost to UConn in the title game. 
The schools recent success has 
one particular student at Black 
Hawk rooting against them. 

   “I want to see Ken-
tucky not only lose, but get 
blown out! I’m so tired of 
seeing them having success 
in the tournament, it drives 
me crazy,” Kyle Norbury said.  

   The odds of Kentucky going 
undefeated and winning a Na-
tional Title, is literally a coin toss. 
In the seventy-six year history 
of the NCAA Tournament, seven 

out of the sixteen teams that 
entered the tournament unde-
feated went on to win a cham-
pionship. However, only twen-
ty-two teams that were ranked 
number one in the Associated 
Press poll prior to the start of the 
tournament went on to win a 
championship. Only time will tell 
if the Wildcats are able to com-
plete the perfect season with 
a championship, but the story-
line is just another reason to get 
excited about the tournament. 

   Unfortunately, for Illinois 
residents, it doesn’t appear that 
the state will have a representa-
tive in the tournament. However, 
the state of Iowa will more than 
likely have three Universities 
in the tournament, Iowa, Iowa 

State, and Northern Iowa. The 
Northern Iowa Panthers, who 
are currently predicted as a 
fourth seed in the East region, 
could possibly make a Cinder-
ella run of their own. Their last 
NCAA Tournament appearance 
was back in 2010, where they 
defeated the overall number 
one seed Kansas Jayhawks in the 
opening round. The Panthers 
made it to the Sweet Sixteen 
round, but ended up losing to 
the Michigan State Spartans. The 
Iowa State Cyclones, who made 
it to the Sweet Sixteen last year, 
has had an impressive season 
so far, and they more than likely 
will be the third seed in the 
Midwest region. The Cyclones 
definitely will have their work 
cut out for them, as they will 

be in the same region as Ken-
tucky, Wisconsin, and Louisville. 

   My prediction for the 
winner of the tournament is a 
number one seed, but it’s not 
Kentucky. I have the Duke Blue 
Devils, who will likely be the one 
seed in the South region, de-
feating the Wisconsin Badgers 
in the Championship game, 
and winning their fifth Nation-
al Title in the schools history.  

   The official bracket will 
be finalized on March 14, 
which is known as “Selection 
Sunday,” when 68 teams will 
be selected and seeded. The 
first round begins on March 
17, so fill out those brack-
ets and enjoy the madness 
that is the NCAA Tournament.

Madness |

Model stranger grunge
Anna Headley,

Sports Editor
Soundcheck! Who’s got a 

hat for tips? Where’s the band? 
Model Stranger began their Imi
tation Act Tour in the Quad Cities, 
kicking off their ten-stop tour 
on the River Music Experience 
Community at Falbo Bros Piz
zeria in Davenport. While it was 
a small crowd, the people were 
happy to see the band on Feb. 19.

Model Stranger hails from 
Chicago, where the band formed 
in December of 2009. They clas
sify themselves as psychedelic 
grunge/rock, which becomes 
clear when listening to their songs. 
Even though they were short
staffed that night, their music was 
superb. The band played mostly 
original songs from both their 
new CD and previous records. 

Lead vocalist Stephen Francis 
regaled the audience with a tale 
from that night, telling of how they 
had lost an electric guitar off the 
van while driving through down
town Davenport without their 
lights on. “Everyone give a round 
of applause for the City of Daven
port police not doing their job,” 
he said at the end of that story, 
laughter and clapping ensuing.

At one point between songs, 
Steven went around the room 
and asked the names of all the 
audience; since I was closest 
to the stage I was the first. He 

pointed at me and asked, and I 
gestured to myself and raised my 
eyebrows in confusion. Towards 
the middle of the set one of 
the waiters at Falbos produced 
a wicker basket for tips, which 
Stephen balanced on his head. 

“Do you think I could balance 
this for a whole song?” He asked 
the crowd. He quickly decided 
against the attempt, however, 
setting it on the stage between 
himself and the other guitar
ist Kevin James. In the middle 
of a song, I got up to put money 
in the basket, and at the end 
of the song both Stephen and 
Kevin said, “Thanks, Anna.”

When deciding to include 
the long instrumental exit 
for “Monster” Stephen said, 
“This tour is not yet rated.”

If you decide to go to one 
of the upcoming events, try 
to stay after to talk with the 
band and ask Stephen to tell 
you his Des Moines story.

You can check out their 
website at modelstranger.com 
to buy music such as their new 
EP Imitation Act or merchandise 
such as hoodies, tshirts, posters, 
or ladies’ hot shorts. Imitation 
Act is available as a free down
load on their website, though 
it is suggested you pay some
thing to help support local talent.

Dear Aunt Helga,
 There’s this guy I like and he’s 
in a couple of my classes. He’s a little 
older than me, but not like he could be 
my dad or something. I came right out 
and told him that I’m interested, even 
though I know he’s kind of in a relation
ship. I want to try to convince him that 
he should leave her for me. What do you think I should do?   

Fallen4him

Mein Liebchen, 
 You say he’s older than you. That means he has more 
life experience. Maybe he’s on a different page in his life and 
he’s not ready for things to change just yet. Give him the space 
that he needs to decide for himself. If it’s meant to be, it will 
be.  
 
Dear Aunt Helga,
 This has been a really tough year and I’m overwhelmed 
with the assignments and tests. Between homework and 
classwork and family and my job, I’m afraid it’s more than I 
can handle. But if I drop a class, then it will be a negative mark 
on my transcript and possibly keep me from obtaining more 
financial aid. What should I do? 

 Bogged Down 

Mein treuer Sohn,
 Have you asked for help from your family and friends? 
Maybe you could talk with somebody in the counseling de
partment at Black Hawk College (7965199), or make an ap
pointment with an advisor through your “MyBlackHawk” ac
count. They will be able to help you figure out the best course 
of action. And, keep in mind that it’s okay to accept help from 
those around you as well. It’s not a sign of weakness to re
ceive their help – It’s a sign of friendship. 

Dear Aunt Helga,
 I’m not your average college student. I have my own 
kids in high school and I’m working to get the degree that I 
never took the time for after graduating high school. My prob
lem is, I’m having a difficult time dealing with the fact that my 
son, a senior in high school, wants to join the Army. I see the 
news with ISIS in Iraq, and the last thing I want is for him to 
end up there, fighting that war. Should I continue to try to talk 
him out of it?

Heartsick

My dear Kleine Mutter,
 As difficult as it is, you can’t stop your baby from grow
ing up. You can’t stop boys from wanting to be cowboys. Ser
vice to one’s community is probably set deep inside him, so be 
supportive. Trust him to be the young man you raised him to 
be. In addition, Military One Source  (MilitaryOneSource.mil) 
provides family readiness programs. Talk with Marceia Duhm 
from the Military Students and Veterans Club (7965191) for 
more information.

Ask Aunt Helga



10 The Chieftain
chieftain@bhc.edu

Vol. 105 Iss. 03Entertainment

“Fifty Shades of Gray” is de
scribed as a harlequin romance 
fantasy. A book that satisfies 
women’s fantasies with no 
harmful effects because no one 
would really let their fantasies 
get the best of them. That right 
there is a fantasy. Yet, both the 
book and the movie are selling 
on the top of the charts. The 
fact of the matter is that vio
lence and abuse is not some
thing that should be taken so 
lightly, especially since sexual vi
olence is becoming a bigger and 
bigger problem in our society.

    The series takes a man 
who is sexually abusive and a 
women who is too afraid to 
say no because she might lose 
him and then gives them what 
Hawkins calls an “unrealistic 
fairy-tale ending.” The effect is 
damaging. Dawn Hawkins, the 
executive director of the Na
tional Center on Sexual Exploita
tion, states that “Fifty Shades of 
Grey” “sends a message to men 
that unrestrained domination 
is what women want, and tells 
women they can, and should, fix 
violent and controlling men by 
being obedient and devoted.” 

    Already we are seeing 
the lines of reality and fiction 
become gray in the case of 
the university college student 
who decided it would be okay 
to reenact scenes from “Fifty 
Shades of Gray.” What is even 
worse is that the girl agreed to go 
along with it at first. Somehow 
she thought that being bonded, 
gagged, beaten and then having 
sex was a good idea…? The 
whole thing seems fantastic 
but, unlike the book, this is real.

Everywhere you look, you 
can find studies and warnings 
that the Fifty Shades Series is 
not as innocent as some people 
try to portray it. Women who 
have been in an abusive rela
tionships, the National Center 
on Sexual Exploitation, and do
mestic violence shelters across 
the country are conducting 
boycotts of the movie, demand
ing to be heard. Also, a study 
conducted by the Journal of 
Women’s health shows that 

females who read at least one 
of the books were more likely 
to be in an abusive relation
ship, and women who read all 
three were more likely to binge 
drink and have five or more in
tercourse partners during their 
lifetime. Amy Bonomi, the 
study’s lead investigator, points 
out that all those are symptoms 
of being in an abusive relation
ship, much like the character 
Anastasia in “Fifty Shades”. 
The study concluded that there 
was a strong link to health risks 
in women’s lives and the Fifty 
Shades fiction series created a 
“broader social narrative that 
normalizes these risks and 
behaviors in women’s lives.”

So, why on earth would some 
women support something that 
is so harmful and degrading to 
them? Dr. Mary Anne Laydon, 
PhD. of the University of Penn
sylvania is a Psychotherapist 
and an expert in sexual trauma. 
In an interview on Ave Maria 
Radio, Dr. Laydon states that the 
series attracts women because 
it plays on women’s inner desire 
to be “lovable and chosen.” 
She said that some women are 
so desperate for selfesteem 
that “they’ll do anything to get 
chosen, including read a book 
like this and say this is what men 
want to do and let me do it.”

    The reality is that the 
relationship between Anas
tasia and Christian mirrors 
real-life abusive relation
ships; only none of them 
have the fairytale ending.  

When it comes to abuse, 
Katherine Pustejovsky

Chieftain Reporter

there are no shades of grey Gayle Grundstrom
Chieftain Reporter

Fifty shades of frustration

Photo Courtesy of fanpop.com

Remember that old saying 
that “everyone has their own 
thing”? While that’s all fine and 
dandy, I can personally say that 
if anyone told me they were 
going to punish me, I would start 
walking in the opposite direction.

This was just one of my 
initial reactions watching 
“Fifty Shades of Grey”, based 
on the book by E.L. James.

“Fifty Shades of Grey” is the 
story of an ordinary girl named 
Anastasia Steele who meets and 
falls for a gorgeous entrepreneur, 
Christian Grey. However, unless 
you’ve been living under a rock 
lately, you’d know that there is 
much more to the story than that.

Many of us may not like to 
admit, especially to our mothers, 
that we’ve let curiosity get the 
better of us and we took a peek 
inside the book. If you have only 
been clued in on the dirty deeds 
in the book by others, you should 
be clear on a few other things.

The book and movie are not 
total “erotica” throughout the 
whole thing. There really is a love 
connection blooming between 
these two characters. It’s easy 
to be swept away in the almost 
Cinderella ish romance – the 
normal girl and the billionaire. It’s 
like “Pretty Woman,” but instead 
of Edward Lewis giving you money 
to spend the week with him, 
Christian Grey wants you to sign 
a contract so that he can basically 
control every aspect of your life, 
including all the sexual elements 
of it. Excuse me for not swooning.

Although there are times 
where Grey acts like a shady 
creep – no pun intended – he 
makes up for it by buying her 
a new car, new clothes... the 
list goes on. When I finally read 
from the second book in the 
series just how much he makes, 
I swore out loud and had to put 
the book down for a moment.

But while being rich beyond 
words and breathtakingly gor
geous, Grey has a past that he 
keeps under lock and key. Like 
any woman who thinks she can 
change a “bad boy”, Steele sticks 
with him – for the most part. I 
wouldn’t say that she is partial
ly out of her mind like her Fifty 

Shades bed buddy, but rather she 
feels like she can heal his soul 
in a way that no other woman 
has been able to do before.

If you wanted to go see 
this movie on a date, I’m just 
warning you to not waste your 
money on popcorn – you’ll want 
your hands free to hold them 
over your eyes when the “activi
ties” on screen are much more 
intimate than you may want 
to see. In other words, reading 
about the “deed” and seeing the 
“deed” are two very different 
things, with very different levels 
of comfortability to consider.

What distresses me most 
about this film and book is that 
people may start to think that 
this type of behavior is strived 
for or accepted. By behavior, I 
mean anything that has to do 
with being a “dominant or sub
missive.” Recently I saw on the 
news how a student from Illinois 
State of Chicago was arrested 
for assault after he tried to “re-
enact” a scene from “Fifty Shades 
of Grey” with a girl in his dorm 
room. Why is it not surprising that 
the popularity of this series has 
brainwashed men into thinking 
that this is what women want?

Is it too much to ask for 
Mr. Darcy to still ride in on his 
horse and sweep me off my feet 
– not throw me onto my back
side? Or to have flowers and 
chocolates bestowed upon me 
instead of handcuffs and whips?

With the “Fifty Shades of 
Grey” bestsellers and a reported 
two more movies on the way, 
the craze is not going to disap
pear any time soon. However, 
if a stunningly attractive, rich 
man ever wanted to know what 
my “hard limits” are, that’s sure 
going to raise some red flags.

Grey | 11

Photo Courtesy of fanpop.com

Insurgent will throw you for a loop

With Insurgent coming to 
theaters in a matter of days, 
some students are scrambling 
to get their hands on a copy of 
the book to see what’s in store. 

I would be scrambling 
myself if I hadn’t plowed 
through it shortly after finish-
ing the first book, Divergent. 
If you are on the fence about 
reading the book, let me put 
my two cents in and see if that 
helps you make your decision.

The book starts off slow at 

first, a lot of hiding and not much 
fighting, but soon enough our 
heroes are soon forced into action 
when the Dauntless search the 
Amity camps for the refugees. 

Those who can escape 
go to Candor to find shelter. 
Candor, a faction who values 
truth above all else, questions 
their new guests to put truth 
behind them before they can be 
welcomed in with open arms.

It is not long before 
Jeanine forces Tris into a dif-
ficult decision. Before we 
know it, Tris is risking her life 
for the sake of all Divergents. 

Loyalties are tested, truths 
revealed, and so much more 
in this second installment 
of Veronica Roth’s hit series. 

I found this book very 
action packed. I was kept on 
my toes and surprised at every 
juicy turn. I rarely put the book 
down and couldn’t wait to 
get my hands on the third in-
stallment once I finished it. 

I would highly recommend 
this book to everyone, espe-
cially if you are a fan of the 
Hunger Games. Overall, I would 
give the book a 9 out of 10. 

See you at the theaters!

Chloanne Simmering
Chieftain Reporter

Golf cont.,
how far you’re hitting,” Nitz said. 

   The team will start the 
season by competing in a tour-
nament in Scottsboro, Alabama 
during spring break. The tourna-
ment will give the team the op-
portunity to get acquainted with 
the Goose Pond golf course, 
which is the site of the NJCAA 
Tournament in May. The team’s 
full schedule can be found at 
BHC.edu. For those who enjoy 
watching golf, grab a sched-
ule and come out to the course 
and support the golf program.
Ryan Prochaska was the Sports 
columnist writer for three years 
at his high school paper. 
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     In mid February as many 
as 300 Syrian Christians were 
abducted by ISIS militants dur
ing a fight for power along the 
Khabur River in Hassakeh prov
ince. This incident followed the 
simultaneous beheading of 21 
Egyptian Christians who were 
abducted earlier in the month. 
 According to the Assyr
ian Network for Human Rights 
in Syria, the hostages have been 
moved to Shaddadeh, south of 
Hassakeh. However, the condi
tion and exact location of these 
hostages is still unknown. 
Some believe they may be 
used as human shields to pro
tect from coalition airstrikes. 
 Younan Talia, a high 
ranking official with the Assyr
ian Democratic Organization, 
told the Associated Press that 
700 families fled to Hasaskeh, 
and another 200 fled to Qa
mishli after the raid of 33 vil
lages when the Syrian hos
tages were taken. One man 
who refused to leave was set 
on fire along with his house.
 The majority of citizens 
from free countries worldwide 
can easily recognize the ter
ror and unspeakable horror 
brought upon innocent people 
by ISIS, leading many to ask, 
“What makes someone who 
lives in freedom say, ‘That’s 
what I want’ and then turn 
their life upside down to live 
in the middle of the chaos?” 
 Competent social me
dia campaigns lead by ISIS have 
reached young radicals with 
statements like, “Troubled 
soul, come to the caliphate. 
You will live a life of glory. These 
are the apocalyptic end times. 
You will find a life of meaning 
here… If you can’t come, kill 
somebody where you are.” 
 Imam Mohamed Magid 
of the All Dulles Area Mus
lim Society (ADAMS) in Vir
ginia told an ABC News cor
respondent how savvy ISIS 
is on the internet, remark
ing, “They see the traffic, 
who’s coming to watch…. 
They catch the young person 
when he shows curiosity.” 
 Adding to the previous 
lure, Magid informed ABC News 
that ISIS offers their potential 
recruits a pity story. “The Mus
lim world is being humiliated. 
Look at the suffering.” Then 
they attempt to justify the un
explainable, “Come and we’ll 
give you a sense of purpose. 
We’ll make you a great hero.” 

 Attempts have been 
made by American officials 
to counter ISIS social media. 
Assistant Director Michael 
Steinbach, head of the FBI’s 
counterterrorism division, in
formed lawmakers that the 
FBI and other U.S. agencies 
have come up with a coun
ter narrative, attempting to 
combat ISIS messaging. How
ever Steinbach admitted, “The 
sheer volume of ISIS presence 
online, particularly through so
cial media, eclipses our effort.” 
 Help is needed to ef
fectively ward off the beguil
ing messages from ISIS, de
clared Diego Rodriguiz, FBI 
Assistant Directorincharge. 
“We rely on help from the 
community, the public and re
ligious leaders to be mindful 
of those who could be radical
ized. We cannot do this alone.” 
 Imam Mohamed 
Magid, is one such religious 
leader located in Virginia. “I 
have a responsibility to save 
kids here as much as I can…” 
 His work is centered 
around preventative mea
sures like civic involvement 
and sports clubs. He has also 
started a workshop for par
ents about the importance 
of promoting Internet safety. 
“We need the parents to be 
savvy and understand their 
place in the virtual space.” 
 Magid continued to 
explain that the best defense 
is for parents and families to 
have complete awareness 
about their children and who 
their friends are – to include 
friends in the virtual commu
nity. When ISIS is able to con
tact a potential recruit, Magid 
said they attempt to isolate 
the person from his family with 
messages like, “Your parents 
are not good Muslims. Don’t 
listen to them,” or “Your lo

cal Imam is not a good man.” 
 Fortunately Magid’s 
work has been able to reach 
a youth within his community 
who had already been con
tacted by ISIS. He told how this 
young man (no name was given) 
came to realize that the mes
sage from ISIS was not what the 
prophet Mohammad taught. 
Now, that youth resents being 
contacted by ISIS and wants to 
see them defeated. Magid is 
confident that he will be able to 
use his experience to help de
radicalize and change the minds 
of other young people at risk. 
While some who live under 
the Caliphate do so because 
they believe in the cause, oth
ers end up there as a result of 
kidnappings and raids. Women 
and children are at particular 
risk of becoming slaves or be
ing sold to ISIS soldiers for sex. 
Chemen Rasheed is an aid 

worker with a Germanfund
ed nongovernmental orga
nization (NGO) called Wadi. 
Rasheed finds young women 
who have escaped ISIS’s grip 
and helps them as they strive 
to overcome their trauma 
and return to normal lives. 
When NBC News released this 
story in early February, Ra
sheed was helping two young 

women, a nineteenyearold 
survivor named Farida, and a 
twelveyearold named Hwei
da. “When they first arrived, 
they were collapsed, totally. 
Psychologically, healthwise – 
everything,” Rasheed recounts. 
“Step by step, we are rein
tegrating them into society.” 
NBC was told by Wadi officials 
that more than 650 girls and 
women have made it to safe
ty in northern Iraq. Thomas 
von der Osten-Sacken, Wa
di’s director and cofounder, 
believes many more will be 
coming. “Soon there will be 
thousands, and the commu
nity is not prepared for that.” 
Rasheed is leading an ef
fort to help Wadi launch a 
day care center for the Ya
zidi women that will deliver 
medical care, psychological 
counseling, and educational 
aid. It is expected to open 
as soon as April of this year. 
Many of the women now be
ing helped by Wadi have only 
the clothes they were wearing 
when they were abducted last 
August. This means they are 
unprepared for the cold win
ter. Rasheed has been work
ing with Basima, a second 
Wadi staffer, to distribute care 
packages of food and warm 
clothes. They are assisting 
an organization called ALIND 
(funded by private donations 
from Germany and the US). 
Basima, a Yazidi woman who 
was a former victim of ISIS 
enslavement now works 
alongside the same woman 
who helped her. NBC said 

that Basima credits Rasheed 
“with offering the Yazidis a 
way to help themselves.” 
Currently the UN is trying 
to acquire money to fund a 
warm clothing drive to help 
thousands of displaced Yazi
dis make it through the win
ter months. To learn more 
about Wadi, visit their website 
at http://en.wadi-online.de/ 

People making a difference in the face of ISIS chaos

Abuse has a detrimental 
effect on a person’s life and 
to take it lightly would be as, 
Matt Fradd, founder of The 

Porn Effect put it, “Like jumping 
off a building and saying while 
falling, ‘I’m okay so far’.” It will 
cause damage sooner or later.

Grey 

Imam Mohamed Magid
Photo Courtesy of Seattle Times

Chemen Rasheed
Photo Courtesy of NBC News

Jennifer A. Simmering
EditorinChief & Design

Katherine Pustejovsky is a Communications major at Black Hawk 
College. Here intersts are reading and soccer. She also is a 4-H 
leader and partipcates in many of their activities. She is also into 
arts and crafts and has tried different projects in that field. 
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Hawk ON THE TWEET
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Across
2. (Movie) Sadomasochism derived from a horrible movie. Initials: FSOG
6. (Music) A child composed of pebbles. Initials: KR
11. (Music) John just robbed a bank, and now he has to get away. Initials: TDEP
12. (Music) Infuriate. Initial: I
13. (Music) Rat on the piano. Initials: MOTK
14. (Music) The elderly fella is fed up. Initials: OMG

Down
1. (Music) Alright. You’ve made it. Now what? Initials: BC
3. (Music) Hey, my male offspring, do you think he’ll take a knee? Initials: WN
4. (Music) Fancy pups dancing to an outdated genre. Initials: DFD
5. (Game) A society of cold birds. Initials: CP
7. (Music) A dinosaur destroyed the top of my car when I was trying to watch a movie. Initials: ATDI
8. (Music) Were you scared prior to all of this stuff? Initials: FB
9. (Movie) They’re not working for Santa anymore. Initial: E
10. (Movie) The fresh smell of baguettes in the morning. Initials: DJ

Hawk  
BUSTERS


