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 A Look Inside....

Have you ever had a strong urge 
to let the people know how you 
feel about Black Hawk College? 
RateMyProfessor.com 

Page 4

When a zombie apocalypse 
happens will you be ready? 
When an apocalypse hits there 
is a certain amount of risk that 
one must take to survive. Dr. 
Traci Davis took a risk when she 
decided she wanted to offer a 
class called, Psych 295: Surviv-
ing the Zombie Apocalypse.
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For sports fans, there’s nothing 
better than watching an outstand-
ing athlete display their athletic 
skills on the playing field. But 
on some special occasions, the 
behind-the-scenes story about an 
athlete’s journey to success can be 
even more impressive than their 
athletic abilities.

Page 9 

 

 If you wanted informa-
tion about some of the clubs on 
campus, or you really wanted 
a free caricature by Leo Kelly, 
odds are you were at the Pro-
motional Fair on January 29th. 
 However, if you missed 
the fair, there are still plenty of 
opportunities to join a club or 
volunteer. 
 There were tables at the 
fair featuring: the Association 
of Latin American Students, 
the Military Student Veterans’ 
Center, the International Stu-
dent Association, the Advising 
Center, Sigma Kappa Delta, and 
Phi Theta Kappa. Other tables 
included Art Collective, Student 
Wellness Club, Clean Sphere 
Club, Sisterhood on Campus, 
and the new Double Feature 
(film) Club. 
 If you are new to BHC, 
or you really didn’t know much 
about the clubs (like me), then 
the Promotional Fair was an 
easy way to learn more about 
what the clubs offered and the 
people who directed them. 

 The table for Art Collec-
tive featured t-shirts and hand-
made lino-print cards. I spoke 
with Zaiga Thorson, who was 
kind enough to tell me about 
some of the activities the club 
offered, including different 
projects and art related trips. 
“The students always love the 
art trips that we take,” she said. 
 The International Stu-
dent Association’s big reminder 
was that the Chinese New Year 
Celebration will be occurring 
soon on campus.    
 There will also be a Con-
versation Café on the 24th and 
25th of February. If you are in-
terested in joining this club or 
want more information, con-
tact Juanita Zertuche. 
 The Sisterhood on Cam-
pus is also still open for new 
members. Jen Holldorf promot-
ed, “The Sisterhood is really up 
for whatever the girls want to 
do.” New activities or ways to 
help the community or campus 
are always welcome.
 The Association of Latin 
American Students wanted to 
announce that they will hold a 

Latino Youth Summit for sev-
enth to twelfth graders on Feb-
ruary 28th. There will also be 
a Conference in April; contact 
Gabi Hurtado for more informa-
tion.
 The new Double Fea-
ture Club is run by Tom Vaccaro 
and they will be holding movie 
viewings twice a week. These 
viewings will also include free 
snacks!
 Members from the Ad-
vising Center were also at the 
Promotional Fair. They are 
now offering Educational Map 
Planning to students; you may 
schedule appointments on  my-
BlackHawk. 
 Joining a club on campus 
is a perfect way to meet new 
people who enjoy the same 
activities you do. If you are in-
terested in any of the clubs or 
groups on campus, addition-
al information can always be 
found at the BHC website. 

(Pictures from the promotion-
al fair, taken by Gayle Grund-
strom, can be found on page 2.) 

Promotional Fair Supports Involvement

Losing Kobani

 When you walk in the hall 
of the first floor in Building Four, 
what are some of the thoughts 
that go through your head? With 
our own mini gallery, which is 
currently filled with artwork 
created by BHC Alumni, many 
ideas about the interpretation of 
the artwork can flood your mind. 

On January 29, current stu-
dents were given the opportu-
nity to mingle with these artists 
and ask the questions that have 
been plaguing their minds.

 When you pass by the 
clown, created by graphic 
artist Alejandra Salaverria, you 
might have a question such 
as “Why are the eyes solid?” 

Alejandra replied by saying 
that when she did research about 
the circus, she found a sadness in 
it. The way she did the eyes was 
a way to represent that sadness.

 “You are your own 
savior,” is one of the ways Ter-
rance Gray, who is currently 
a student at NIU, responded 
when asked to interpret his 
mixed media titled “Salvation”.

 “To Ola, without her I 
wouldn’t have had the chance 
to have went on this amazing 
journey,” is the dedication you 

can find in Nancy Solbrig’s 
book entitled “Why Poland?”

 You may not have 
noticed the Jack O’ Lantern in 
Heidi Hernandez’s picture de-
picting Houdini. The reason 
for this is that after Houdini’s 
death, his wife held a séance 
every year on Halloween to try 
and contact her late husband. 

Houdini promised his 
wife that if he could, he 
would visit her upon his 
death.  She never got a reply.

 One question that was 
asked of every artist present was 

“What was one of your 
major challenges when you 
were studying at BHC?”

 “I worked full time and 
I tried to do the best I could on 
my assignments and still have 
a social life” Heidi responded.

 “I was older start-
ing in school and I worked 
full time while taking care 
of my kids,” said Terrance.

 “I approached school as 
a business type of thing with 
my teachers as my clients,” 
Is how Alejandra replied.

 “Getting used to the 
more laid back teachers,” 
is how Nancy responded.

 Unfortunately, Kim-

berly Maher was not avail-
able to answer questions 
about her fascinating illustra-
tions due to the fact that she 
was still in route to the school 
when the event started. 

 Overall, I found the 
event enlightening. Having 
the artists there to explain 
the thought process behind 
their work helped me to view 
the work in a new way that 
I had not thought of before. 

Pieces that before had 
moved me in nearly indescrib-
able ways now cause me to 
feel a whole new set of emo-
tions, thanks to the opportu-
nity to talk with the artists.

Chatting with the faces behind the art
 The war with ISIS is ex-
pected to last years, according 
to US officials, but the news 
isn’t all about beheadings, exe-
cutions, and terror on the part 
of ISIS. The U.S. led internation-
al coalition has gained ground.
 It is believed that more 
than 6,000 ISIS fighters have 
been killed so far. This number 
is not exact, and has been es-
timated based on pilot reports 
and other intelligence received 
both before and after airstrikes.
 Defense Secre-
tary Chuck Hagel doesn’t 
want progress to be solely 
based on numbers, stat-
ing, “It’s a measure but I 
don’t think it’s the measure.”
 Secretary of State Ker-
ry told reporters in London 
that the airstrikes have “halt-
ed ISIS’s momentum and re-
claimed more than 700 square 
kilometers from ISIS in Iraq.” 
Focus is now aimed at stopping 
a key supply line into Mosul.
 According to a CNN re-
port in November, ISIS started 
showing signs of weakness with 
the beheading of Peter Kassig. 
He formerly served in the US 
military and then accepted 

Jennifer A. Simmering
Editing & DesignChloanne Simmering

Chieftain Reporter

photo courtesy C.Simmering

Gayle Grundstrom
Chieftain Reporter
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         This is my first article for 
the Chieftain, but I have lost 
track of how many texts I’ve 
written in the eight years of 
journalism. I am Brazilian; I 
graduated in Social Commu-
nication, Journalism as major 
in 2007 and since then I’ve 
worked in newspapers, maga-
zines and websites as police, 
fashion and community re-
porter. I wrote about health, 
economy, sports and decora-
tion. These experiences crafted 
me more and more in love with 
my profession. A few months 
ago I started writing a blog for 
the Quad City Times (qctimes.

com/blogs/stepbystep) about 
my experiences in the United 
States. Follow Me! And before 
I continue telling my story as 
a journalist, you better under-
stand how I got here!

I live in Downtown Davenport, 
Iowa for almost a year and I came 
here because my husband is a 
mechanical engineer that came 
to work in the region. I resigned 
from my job in São Paulo, where I 
was writing for a women’s maga-
zine about diets and beauty, to be 
a freelancer. I work from home or 
from anywhere I’m at. Yes, I can 
work while on vacation, travel-
ing, without stressing me! I only 
have the commitment of sending 
texts to Brazil by email accord-
ing to the deadlines combined 

with the editor. As today, our 
time difference is 4 hours to Brasil 
timezone. If here is 9 am, for 
example, there will be 1 pm. And 
there, in Brazil now is summer 
and during the summer here, 
there is winter, without snow.

Curious since childhood, I like 
to learn different things. Learning 
English was my biggest challenge 
last year and remains. When I 
came here I hardly knew how to 
order food! I have private lessons 
and this semester I asked to par-
ticipate in the Cheftain meet-
ings. So now I have contact with 
English and at the same time with 
journalism, my passion. I was 
already delighted to talk with the 
group when I received the news 
that could write to this Journal 
a bit about the differences from 
Brazil to here. The first I already 
told: Brazil is a tropical country 
that hardly ever gets snow. Only 
in a few places in the southern 
part and not every year. When 
it snows, it is usually some flur-
ries, and never accumulates! 
The snow was a great discov-
ery for me here. I had only seen 
something like this in movies!

It hurt, when I first felt in a 
slippery sidewalk, but it was fun. 
The second only hurts! This year, 
when it snowed a lot during a 
weekend, I couldn’t stay home 
and spent the afternoon pho-
tographing snow in different 

places. Sometimes I keep won-
dering if it’s to eat! Sounds a little 
strange, but for those who had 
never seen so much snow to-
gether, it’s surreal that makes you 
want to try to see how it tastes. 
I was pleased, since I arrived, 
with the beauty of this season.

Speaking of season, winter is 
here in the same period of the 
summer there. Our Christmas, 
for example, is always hot. Feb-
ruary we do not celebrate Val-
entines Day, but Carnaval .... a 
giant party that affects the entire 
country. Many of you must have 
heard of it: music is the samba 
and people go out on the streets 
to dance. Our Valentine’s Day is 
in June. Yes ... a little strange, but 
that’s it: we have opposite dates 
and different traditions in the 
kitchen, too. And that I will write 
in the next chapter. Follow me!

Allessandra “Ale” Toniazzo
Guest Contributor

Winter in the Quad Cities / Photo courtesy Ale Toniazzo

Brazil to America: Change of Weather Significant

 
 
 Many college students 
have likely already discovered 
the cost saving value of ramen 
noodles. Sadly, there’s not a lot 
of nutrition found in the com-
pressed square of noodles and 
sauce packet. Adding to your 
ramen can increase nutrition 
and still be cost effective, yet 
simple. Here is an easy recipe 
found at www.budgetbytes.
com that can be altered accord-
ing to your personal taste pref-
erences. Consider it a starting 
point to experiment with other 
vegetables, seasonings, and 
even meats that can be added 
to your basic ramen dinner.

Ingredients
• 1 pkg ramen noodles 
• 1 cup fresh spinach
• 3 medium button mushrooms
• 2 whole green onions
• 1 large egg (optional)
• 1 tsp chili garlic paste (op-

tional)

Directions
1. In a small pot, bring two 
cups of water to a boil. While 
you are waiting for the water 
to boil, wash and slice your 
veggies. Once the water is boil-
ing, add the dry noodles and 
cook according to the package 
directions (boil about five min-
utes). Add the season packet 
(or half a packet if you prefer 

less sodium) and stir until dis-
solved.

2. Turn the heat down to medi-
um and stir in all of your fresh 
veggies. Allow them to sit in 
the hot (not boiling) broth for 
1-2 minutes or until slightly 
softened.

3. Make a well in the center of 
the pot and crack the egg into 
it. Allow the egg to poach in 
the broth until the whites are 
solid but the yolk is still runny. 
Alternatively, you can break 
the yolk and stir the pot just 
slightly to yield egg ribbons 
like in egg drop soup. The wa-
ter should not be boiling at 

this point or else your egg 
will dissolve into such small 
pieces that it will just give you 
a cloudy broth.

4. Pour the soup into a bowl 
and serve with a dollop of chili 
garlic paste on the side.

Good Eats! $1.01 for One, Quick Ramen Bowl, Yum!
Jennifer A. Simmering

Editing & Design

Black Hawk  College 
Club Promotional Fair

January 29, 2015

Photos taken by
Chieftain Reporter
Gayle Gundstrom
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Like many other holidays, Val-
entine’s Day is over commercial-
ized. There are advertisements 
for flowers, teddy bears, and 
chocolates everywhere start-
ing immediately in the new year. 

“I went to Hobby Lobby to 
shop for Christmas discounts and 
they already had their Valen-
tine’s Day items out by the second 
week of January,” said Black Hawk 
student, Jennifer Simmering. Then 
there are the commercials that 
seem to be trying to make those 
who are single feel like they are 
the only ones. There just seems 
to be an expectation that those 
who do not have a date for Val-
entine’s Day should be pitied. 
So, sometimes it is hard to figure 
out what the majority of people 
really think about the holiday.

 I personally have never 

thought of Valentine’s as being a 
big deal. I mean, sure I usually do 
something for the holiday, but I 
would not be crushed if I ended up 
alone in my room studying. Appar-
ently, I am not alone in that opinion. 

Amazingly, a survey done 
by both Woman’s Health and 
Men’s Health Magazines shows 
that most men and women do 
not believe that Valentine’s Day 
is a big deal. The survey ques-
tioned about 1,000 women and 
the same amount of men to see 
what they thought about Valen-
tine’s Day. The survey showed 
that around 80 percent of both 
men and women stated that it did 
not matter at all whether they had 
a date on Valentine’s Day or not.

Psychologist Kristen Marks 
wrote in Psychology Today that 
“the majority of both men and 
women” reported “little to no 
pressure to celebrate the holiday.”

In fact, not being in a relation-
ship on Valentine’s Day might be 
a good thing. I asked Professor 
Nelson here at Black Hawk what 
she might know about how Val-
entine’s Day affects people. She 
found a study done at Arizona 
State University showed that the 
majority of breakups happen 
either right before or right after 
Valentine’s Day. In agreement, 80 
percent of the surveyors say that 
if they were in a bad relation-
ship, they would break up before 
Valentine’s Day. What a way to 
remember this love holiday!

The point is that the major-
ity of men and women don’t 
feel they have to celebrate 
Valentine’s Day with anyone.

So, those with a date or 
partner for Valentine’s Day, there 
is no need to feel sorry for those 
without. Most people are actually 
quite content with their situation 
until you start a pity party and 

make them feel inferior! No, I am 
not going to go there. Just under-
stand that even if you think that 
they are missing out, it does not 
mean that they feel the same way. 

Another amazing fact is that 
according to the survey, many 
women and men actually have 
the same opinion of the holiday. 
The women’s’ opinions on 
holiday gifts, activities, spend-
ing, and so on actually were 
almost exactly the same as what 
the men thought. So, the men 
can stop blaming all the Valen-
tine’s Day hype on the women.

 To sum it all up, Valentine’s 
Day is only as big a deal as you 
make it. You who are single have 
permission to do whatever you 
want with no pressure. However, 
you with a boyfriend, girlfriend, 
husband or wife, remember 
your life belongs to someone 
else, so plan accordingly. Thank-
fully, most of us are reasonable.

Is Valentine’s Day a big deal, or just a box of candy?
Katherine Pustejovsky

Chieftain Reporter

The well-known fact about 
Valentine’s Day is that it is a 
Hallmark Holiday; however, like 
Disney and his fairy tales, Hall-
mark did not just pull the holiday 
out of nowhere. Disney is known 
for taking an old idea and making 
it into a new one. Many people 
forget, if they even knew, that 
the tales of Snow White and 
Bambi were very different 
stories before Disney got a hold 
of them. The same goes for Val-
entine’s Day. It has a long history, 
and the holiday was changing 
and evolving way before Hall-
mark ever got a hold of it. So let’s 
look through the pixie dust to 
see what really is behind the big 
celebration of Valentine’s Day. 

The earliest known celebra-
tion of a day like Valentine’s Day 
occurred in Ancient Rome. Ac-
cording to the History Channel, 
the day was known as Lupercalia. 
It was a pagan festival that took 
place in February and celebrated 
fertility. The priests would sac-
rifice a goat, then take its hide 
and cut it into strips. The priests 
would dip the strips in blood 
and go around the city slapping 

the women with the strips to 
make them more fertile. After-
wards, the single women placed 
their names in a jar, and the 
bachelors would each draw one 
name out. Those two were then 
paired together for the whole 
year. Besides the date, there is 
little resemblance to the festival 
Lupercalia and Valentine’s Day.

The name St. Valentine’s Day 
came after the rise of Christi-
anity. Pope Gelasius I declared 
the first St. Valentine’s Day in 
the 5th century. This was done 
as a Christian substitute for the 
pagan holiday, Lupercalia. The 
celebration was to honor Saint 
Valentine who was martyred by 
the Roman Emperor Claudius II. 
In National Geographic article on 
“Valentine’s Day: Why We Cel-
ebrate It”, it states that there is 
little evidence of who Saint Val-
entine really was. According to 
legend, St. Valentine was mar-
tyred because the Emperor had 
made it illegal for his soldiers to 
get married. However, St. Valen-
tine continued to marry them 
in secret until he was caught 
and executed. The Catholic 
Church made him the patron 
saint of marriage and love, so 

it seems appropriate to make 
him the patron of the day of 
love. It was a simple change so 
that Christians could participate 
in celebrating their own way.

Yet, it was not until the 
13th century that Valentine’s 
Day really became popular. 
The man who started the trend 
was known as Chaucer. Yes, the 
Chaucer whom you had to read 
about in literature class. Steve 
King in “Today In Literature” 
states, “There are no records 
of St. Valentine’s Day festivities 
in the English court until after 
Chaucer’s time.” He believes 
that the tradition of celebrating 
St. Valentine’s Day was started 
by Chaucers poem “The Parlia-
ment of Fowls” which is dated on 
the 14th of Febuary and written 
about in honor of the marriage 
of King Richard II of England 
to Anne of Bohemia. That first 
Valentine’s Day poem was the 
start of all the holiday festivities.

Then a few centuries later, 
Hallmark finally got a hold of it. 
Valentine’s became a symbol of 
all love and people began sending 
cards to almost everyone. Kids 
now give valentines to their 
friends at school.  Parents give 

gifts to their children and vise-
versa. Couples have to take it up 
a noch with flowers, candy teddy 
bears and expensive dinners in 
order to make their gifts seem 
special. It changed from just 
sending a card to a lover to giving 
cards to everyone on Valentine’s 
Day, plus all those other gifts that 
are given to the special ones.

Like the evolution of the 
Disney fairy tales, the evolution 
of the holiday of Valentines is 
amazing to see. It went from the 
celebration of a pagan sacrifice, 
to the honoring of the courage 
of a Catholic Martyr and finally 
to a day of giving gifts and greet-
ings to show appreciation. The 
one thing that did not change 
was the idea of celebrating love. 
The holiday has been buffed 
and polished beyond recogni-
tion, but just as Disney added 
a new twist to the fairy tales, 
Hallmark has added new ways 
to celebrate Valentine’s Day.

Katherine Pustejovsky
Chieftain Reporter

Hallmark has a Touch of Disney for Valentine’s Day
Peter Pustejovsky, Guest Cartoonist
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Rating for the greater good

 Have you ever had a 
strong urge to let the people 
know how you feel about Black 
Hawk College? RateMyProfes-
sor.com is the perfect place to 
disclose your honest opinions 
on the school and its teachers. 
 As result of the under-
whelming twenty-four people 
who have voted on the site, the 
Overall Quality Rating for BHC 
is 3.4 out of 5.0. 
 Other statistics as of 
February 2, 2015 are as follows:

3.3 Reputation
4.3 Location 
2.7 Internet
3.2 Clubs
3.5 Opportunity
3.4 Library
2.8 Food
3.9 Happiness
3.0 Social
3.8 Campus 

 The site also allows for a 
follow-up message to accompa-
ny your ratings. Anonymous rat-
ers have commented on every-
thing from school tuition rates, 
class sizes, professors, and 
technology. Therefore, this is 
the perfect place to notify the 
people of the world just how 
you feel about your school. 
 After you do that, spend 
some time rating your BHC pro-
fessors. 
 The top professors as of 

February 2, 2015 include:
4.9 Don Mosier
4.9 Amy Kolker
5.0 Rachel Horner 

Brackett
4.9 Katie Johnson
4.9 Carlo Ferreri 

 

 Professors are “judged” 
on their helpfulness, clarity, 
and easiness. The class taken 
by the rater is listed, as well as 
how often the textbook was 
used, how interested the rater 
was, and how often they actu-
ally attended.  There is also 
another section where the 
rater can describe what he/she 
thought of the teacher in more 
detail.
 The better the professor 
scores, the happier the green, 
square-shaped face next to 
their name is. Likewise, the pro-
fessor with a poor rating has a 
red box-face next to their name 
.
 These statistics could 
be very beneficial to a student 
interested in taking classes at 
BHC and for teachers curious 
on how students are interpret-
ing them.
 For the potential new 
student who is taking the time 
to sleuth for a great school, giv-
ing your opinion at RateMyPro-
fessor.com could mean a great 
deal. Rate BHC and its profes-
sors so future students have 
a better vision of how their 
school career could be.

In the Hawk’s Nest w/Chloe

 What is Valentine’s Day 
to you? Is it the best time to 
show your romantic side? Is it 
over commercialized garbage, 
or just another day of the 
year?    
 This month, I asked the 
folks in the Hawk’s nest just 
this, and the following are 
some of the replies from our 
student body:

“People shouldn’t dedicate 
only one day to showing 
their love. Instead they 

should show it every day” 
– Rachael

“Bah humbug” 
– anonymous

“It sucks” – Corey

“It is a good day to 
spend with the ones 
you love” – Forrest

“It’s over commercial-
ized” – Kendall

“It ’s great” – Don 
“It has become more of a 

hobby than a holiday” – Ajai

“I really don’t have any 
opinion on Valentine’s 

Day” – Derrick
 I personally find that 
it is a day of nice sentiment 
although I could live without 
the over commercialization. 
But when it comes down to 
it, it is just another day. Don’t 
reserve one day to show you 
care, but dedicate every day 
to that purpose.

Per credit hour rate increase to be voted on by board
      
 
 The Student Life Coun-
cil opened up their scheduled 
meeting on Jan 28 to receive 
Black Hawk College President 
Bettie Truitt and CEO Steven 
Frommelt for a Student Tuition 
Forum. After a brief matter 
of Student Life business, Tru-
itt and Frommelt were intro-
duced to those on the council 
and to a few others who were 
present.
 Madam President Bet-
tie Truitt first reminded at-
tendees that the intention 
of the Forum was to provide 
facts about the state of the 
school budget, and that the 
proposed rate increase is a 
recommendation being made 
to the board meeting on Feb 
12. The board will vote on the 
matter at that time.
 CEO Steven Frommelt 
started out by explaining 
where school funding comes 
from. He described three main 

sources: Tuition and Fees, 
State Funding, and Property 
taxes.  
 Since 2005, state fund-
ing has reduced by about 28 
percent.
 FY 2014 funding 
showed 49% received from tu-
ition and fees, 29% from prop-
erty taxes, and only 22% from 
the state of Illinois. FY 2005 
funding offered a much more 
balanced picture, with equal 
amounts of funding from both 

state and tuition at 37% and 
26% received from property 
taxes.
 FY 2015/16 is expected 
to start out with a $600,000 
deficit if there is no change in 
funding. State funding is ex-
pected to be reduced by 10 
percent. After accounting for 
operating costs, the deficit 
at the end of the school year 
would be about $1,758,753. 
That equates to $14.90 per 
credit hour. This is where the 

recommendation comes 
from for the $15 per credit 
hour increase.
 Frommelt compared 
the credit hour rates of Black 
Hawk with that of other col-
leges in and around the Quad 
City area.

Black Hawk College 
$120/credit hour

Carl Sandburg College 
$145/credit hour

Sauk Valley College 
$102/credit hour

Scott Community College 
$137/credit hour

WIU – QC Campus 
$288/credit hour

 Then Frommelt showed 
Black Hawk College rates com-
pared with the average of all 
Illinois community colleges as 
reported from the Illinois Com-
munity College Board (ICCB).

Gayle Grundstrom
Chieftain Reporter

Jennifer A. Simmering
Editing & Design

Rates | 5

Chloanne Simmering
Chieftain Reporter
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Classifieds 
$40 - Introduction to Sociolo-
gy: A Collaborative Approach, 
Third Edition
ISBN: 978-0-9791538-5-3

$30 - An Introduction to Lit-
erature
E. Barnet Pearson
ISBN: 978-0-205-63309-8

$40 - College Algebra, Fourth 
Edition
ISBN: 978-0-321-69399-0

$40 - Sociology: A Down-to-
Earth Approach, Eleventh Edi-
tion
ISBN: 978-0-205-09654-1

$25 - Experience History: In-
terpreting America’s Past His-
tory 105: U.S. History to 1877 
Black Hawk College Custom 
Edition
ISBN: 978-1-121-85076-7

$15 - Voices of Freedom: A 
Documentary History, Volume 
Two, Third Edition by Eric Foner
ISBN: 978-0-393-93568-4

$30 - Taking Sides: Clashing 
Views on Global Issues, Sev-
enth Edition
ISBN: 978-0-07-805024-4

$30 - The Art of Public Speak-
ing
Stephen E. Lucas
ISBN: 978-0-07-340673-2

Contact Jennifer  for any of 
these books at (309)756-7048

With Valentine’s Day just 
around the corner, there 
are many events going on in 
the Quad Cities on Saturday, 
February 14th to celebrate 
that occasion and others.

For the romantic on campus, 
there is a “Valentine Indoor 
Music and Moonlight Walk” at 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Valentines 
Day. The event will take place 
at the Watch Tower Lodge at 
the Black Hawk State Historic 
Site in Rock Island, IL. You can 
stroll around outside on the lit 
trail or stay inside and enjoy the 
open fire, refreshments, music, 
and dancing. The event is free 
and open to couples, singles, 
and those with a family. For 
more information, you can go 
to the Black Hawk Park website 
www.blackhawkpark.org and 
click on upcoming events.

Then for those who have kids 
but would like some alone time, 
there is a “Parent’s Night Out” at 
the Eldridge Community Center 
and SkatePark. For $20 you can 
leave the kids there while you 
go celebrate Valentine’s Day. You 
can even email in the permis-
sion forms beforehand so that 
there is no hassle while dropping 
the kids off. Just call the center 
and they will arrange it for you.

 If you are into theater, 
“Les Miserables” is showing from 
Jan. 16th through March 21st at 
the Circa ’21 Dinner Playhouse. 
The times change depending on 
what day you want to go so be 
sure to check that particular day 
in order to get the right time. 
Ticket prices range from $29.26 
to $50.16 and they do have 
student rates. You can learn more 
at www.circa21.com/shows.asp. 

You can also go to the Adler 
Theater where you will see 
“Shen Yun Preforming Arts,” 
which is inspired by the ancient 
Chinese culture. Ticket prices 

range from $52 to $122. Shen 
Yun Preforming Arts will be 
showing on Feb. 17th through 
the 18th at 7:30 p.m. More 
information can be found at 
www.shenyun.com/davenport.

 For all you art lovers, the 
Figge Art Museum has a new 
exhibit called “Self Taught Genius 
- Treasures from the American 
Folk Art Museum.” The exhibit in-
cludes furniture, paintings, quilts, 
sculptures, and books and will be 
showing all through the month 
of February. Black Hawk Stu-
dents can get in for free so don’t 
forget to bring your student ID.    

Are you a hockey fan? Well, 
the Quad City Mallards will be 
playing at the iWireless Center on 
the 11th, 13th, and 25th of Feb-
ruary. The Quad City Mallards are 
a minor league professional ice 
hockey team based in the Quad 
Cities area of Illinois and Iowa. 
Prices range from $10 to $28. If 
you would like more information, 
go to www.myqcmallards.net.

If you enjoy the unique and 
unexpected then you might be 
interested in going to “Whodun-
it? Interactive Murder Mystery 
Dinner.” The event takes place 
on Friday Feb. 20th at 6:30 p.m. 
at the historic Tulip Mansion. 
Guests will be split into teams 
and have to find out how and 
why a murder took place on 
the grounds. The event is $45 
and they will be served dinner 
and two glasses for wine or 
beer. If you would like more in-
formation, go to www.rigov.
org/calendar.aspx?EID=1278.

Where to take your date on V-day
Katherine Pustejovsky

Chieftain Reporter

Whodunit? Interactive Murder 
Mystery Dinner.
Photo Courtesy rigov.org

FY Black Hawk ICCB

2015 $120 $188.77

2014 $115 $113.86

 Truitt and Frommelt 
reminded the students that 
Black Hawk College is a non-
profit organization. It is never 
their intent to make a profit 
off of the money that comes 
in. It is their desire that Black 
Hawk College continue to be 
competitive in what is offered 
to the students and increase 

their future possibilities later.
 By dealing with the 
deficit that currently exists, it 
is hoped that fewer increases 
will be required later. The col-
lege will continue to look for 
ways to grow revenue while 
offering what the community 
needs with as little increase to 
the community as possible.
 Student members who 
were present responded with 
honest and constructive ques-
tions. Overall they were posi-
tive in their reactions. They 
recognized the situation the 
college finds itself in and 

pointed out that it was still a 
good price when compared to 
the other schools.
 Other students refer-
enced the increase they will 
be faced with when they finish 
at Black Hawk and are ready 
to transfer to a University, ap-
preciating the opportunity to 
receive a portion of their edu-
cation at an affordable price.
 The students seemed 
to understand that learning 
creates options, acknowledg-
ing the value of education 
and what it takes to maintain 
a consistent level of qual-

ity. President Truitt was very 
pleased with the student re-
sponse.
 “I do know that in the 
past our tuition increases have 
been well supported by stu-
dents so I was happy to see 
that trend continue. We con-
tinue to strive to provide the 
highest quality education in 
the QC area.”
 Board members will 
vote on this potential rate in-
crease on February 12, 2015. 
An update will be posted on 
the Chieftain website when 
available.

On February 13 the SLC and Clean Sphere is hosting a “Recycled 
Valentine’s Day Card Fun” event in the Hawk’s Nest from 10- 
noon. All students are welcome to come and create handmade 
cards from used materials for your special someone.

Make old cards new for
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When a zombie apocalypse 
happens, will you be ready? 
When an apocalypse hits, there 
is a certain amount of risk that 
one must take to survive. Dr. 
Traci Davis took a risk when she 
decided she wanted to offer a 
class called Psych 295: Surviv-
ing the Zombie Apocalypse.

   Davis got the idea after taking 
a similar class online last year. 
The class is a special topics course 
that has a base of Psychology. 

   This class is about survival 
and how well you know yourself 
to be able to survive not only 
an apocalypse, but a disaster 
crisis.   This course isn’t really 
about zombies but what to do 
in a survival situation. However, 
it is tied to zombies to make it 
more of an interesting class. 

   The class is based on the idea 
of how to handle a crisis.  Davis 
says, “What would I want people 
to know in a survival situation.” 

   The class is made up of 
fourteen professors that have 
taken time out of their day to 
lecture the Psych 295 students 

on different sections of survival. 
   One of the classes was 

given by criminal justice profes-
sor Don Gano. He lectured on the 
“Social Unrest: Zombies and the 
Law.” His lecture was all about 
disaster planning, Martial Law, 
and the zombie survival rules.  

   These rules are very impor-
tant to ensure survival. 1) Cardio- 
be able to outrun the other person. 
2) Have a kick-ass partner. 3) 
Limber up. 4) Know your way out, 
and 5) Instill the buddy system. 

   Classmates also have to put 
together their Zombie Apocalypse 
Team. This is a team that is put 
together by the students of who 
they would want on their team.  

   This team consists of the 
team leader, brawler, weapons 
expert, brains, medic, speed 
fighter, mascot and the guy who 
dies first. The last person is very 
important to the team!  We 
all need that one guy that gets 
killed first, right?  Sorry, Snooki. 

   Overall, the class has been 
a success and was full just two 

days after registration. This 
not only is a class on zombies 
but it teaches the students 
how to survive in any situation 
manmade or the apocalypse. 

   Taking risks is part of 
life and Davis is very appre-
ciative to those who stood 
behind her and supported her. 

   If a zombie apocalypse 
happens one day, I would want 
the Psych 295 students to be on 
my team, oh and Chuck Norris!

    

Maggie Schilling
Guest Writer

Zombie Survival Class at BHC is now a good option

photo courtesy blogs.imediaconnection.com
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For those who don’t re-
member, the Mallards had 
been on a losing streak 
at the end of November.  

The Flock ended their six game 
losing streak on Dec. 6 against the 
Rush, Logan Nelson, Joe Perry, 
and Nick Grasso all netting goals 
in the 3-2 shootout victory. Perry 
(Mike Monfredo, Pearce Eviston) 
and Justin Fox (Darren McMillan, 
Mario Lamoureux) scored in regu-
lation for the Mallards that night.

On Dec. 10, the Mallards 
saw the Allen Americans for the 
first time since the Flock was 
eliminated in Game 7 of the 
semi-finals last season, losing 
5-2 as Jack Combs got a hattrick 
that night. Kevin Baker scored 
both of the Flock’s tallies, the 
first coming from Lamoureux 
& Fox and the other coming 
from Lamoureux and Duffy.

Dec. 12, saw the Mallards 
take on the Wichita Thunder 
in what proved to be a longer 
game than expected, beating the 
Thunder 3-1. The next night the 
Flock beat Tulsa 4-1. Dec. 17 saw 
the Mallards return to home ice 
for a three-game stand against 
the Brampton Beast. Dec. 20 

the Beast beat the Mallards 5-3, 
Johnny Rogic suffering a knee 
injury that caused him to sit for 
six games. Dec 21 the Mallards 
finished their weekend series 
against Brampton, winning 6-1.

On Dec. 22, the Mallards 
traveled to Independence, MO, 
winning 4-3 in a shootout. This 
was the first win for the Mallards 
in Missouri since March 8, 2014. 
The Flock did not return to play 
until Dec. 27, once again seeing 
the Beast and beating them 4-3. 
The next night the score was re-
versed, the Mallards failing to 
complete their third period come-
back. Coach Terry Ruskowsi pulled 
Evan Mosher after the third goal, 
hoping to change the momen-

tum of the game. While the Mal-
lards did go on to rally to score 
three goals, they were unable 
to complete the comeback.

Dec. 29, saw the Mallards 
play their third game in as many 
nights, facing against the ECHL 
leaders Fort Wayne Komets. After 
taking a 2-0 lead, the two teams 
began a back-and-forth battle. 
Todd Fiddler tied the game at five 
apiece with help from Grasso, and 
67 seconds later Eviston scored 
the game-winning goal from 
Perry and Monfredo. Lamoureux 
scored on the empty net to give 
the Mallards a two-goal lead.

On New Years Eve Mosher 
and the Mallards shutout the 
Evansville Icemen with three 

goals. Nelson, Monfredo, and 
Jeff Lee all scored for the Mal-
lards, Monfredo’s goal coming 
with help from Lamoureux 
while Lee’s was assisted by 
Mosher. This was both Mosh-
er’s first professional shutout 
and first professional point.

The Mallards returned home 
for one night, losing to the Mav-
ericks 4-2 on Jan. 2. The score 
was knotted at two apiece until 
just under two minutes left in 
the final frame, when Josh Brit-
tain scored unassisted. Chris 
Crane then scored on an empty 
net to seal the loss for the Mal-
lards. The Flock then departed 
for a game on the following day 
in Wichita, dropping that one 2-3. 

The Mallards then faced 
Wichita at home the next two 
games, winning 4-3 on Jan. 
7 and losing 4-1 on Jan. 9.

The Mallards did not play 
again until Jan. 16, losing in the 
shootout against the Rapid City 
Rush, who the Mallards had 
beaten in Game 7 of the quar-
terfinals the previous season. 
Two days later the two teams 
faced off again at the iWireless 
Center, the Mallards winning 3-1.

On Jan. 23 the Mal-
lards acquired defense-

The Flock has rollercoaster winter months behind 
Anna Headley
Sports Editor

Mallards | 8

Embracing Adversity One Game at a Time

Typically in sports, a team’s 
success is judged by how many 
wins and losses a particular 
team has over the course of 
a season, but that’s not the 
case for the 2014 Women 
Braves Basketball Team. 

   The Lady Braves have had 
to deal with adversity all season 
long, but with the leadership 
of Coach Danielle Osterhaus, 
the Lady Braves refuse to make 
excuses for themselves despite 
a 3-11 start to their season. 

   With the women’s team not 
having an official Head Coach 
this season, Men’s Basketball 
Head Coach, Darren Bizarri, 
who has oversight over the 
program, appointed Coach Os-
terhaus to be the lead Assistant 

Coach this season. However, 
Coach Osterhaus has been in-
formed by Athletic Director Gary 
Huber that she will be the official 
Head Coach for the Lady Braves 
beginning next season. Coach 
Osterhaus is a former student at 
Black Hawk, where she played 
for the Lady Braves Basket-
ball team from 2001 to 2003. 

   The Lady Braves had to deal 
with adversity right from the 
starting gate this season. They 
currently only have ten players 
on the roster mostly because 
Coach Osterhaus was not with 
the program last season, and 

they were unable to recruit as 
many players as they would have 
liked. On top of that, Zoe Kelso 
went down with an ACL tear in 
the first game of the season. 
However, Zoe showed dedication 
and resilience when she came 
back from the injury, and she has 
been playing with an ACL tear 
and a slight MCL tear ever since. 

   The team has been able 
to overcome their early season 
struggles with leaders like Ellie 
May and Zoe Kelso stepping up. 

   “Players like Zoe and Ellie 
taking a chance to come into 
our program has been a huge 
lift for us. With Zoe going down 
with an ACL tear in the very first 
game, and then coming back she 
showed adversity and strength 
with playing with the complete 
ACL tear and a slight MCL tear. 
She’s continued to play and start, 
and she’s been productive for our 
team. Those are our two leaders, 
and game in and game out they 
prove why they are on the team,” 
Coach Osterhaus explains.

   As the season has pro-
gressed this year’s team has 
grown closer together, and the 
girls look at one another as a 
family rather than just team-
mates. Zoe Kelso explains, “We 
all get along so well. I’ve never 
been on a team where ev-
erybody clicks and there’s no 
drama, which is surprising with 
girls. The girls really make it ten 
times more fun than it really is.”  

   Coach Osterhaus agrees 
that the atmosphere around the 
team is just like a family environ-
ment, and the team looks to build 
off of that type of unity for years 
to come. “They all get along ex-
tremely well, and they all work 
hard together. That is something 
that not a lot of teams have.”  

   With only six games re-
maining on the schedule before 
the regional tournament in 
March, the Lady Braves must 
find a way to limit their turn-
overs which has been the team’s 
Achilles heel for the majority of 
the season. If the Lady Braves 
can improve on the unforced 
errors then they can have a legit-
imate chance to surprise a lot of 
teams come tournament time. 

   Coach Osterhaus won a 
Regional Championship while 
playing for the Lady Braves, and 

she believes this year’s team 
has the opportunity to win a 
Regional Championship as well. 
Coach Osterhaus stresses to her 
team that they have to believe in 
themselves and believe that they 
are a force to be reckoned with. 

   “We have a team that can 
be competitive and actually win 
the first Regional Champion-
ship since I was here as a player. 
It’s there for us to take and it’s 
there for our girls to take. They 
just have to come together and 
want it, and with that it has to 
come with low turnovers and 
believing as a team we can 
do it,” Coach Osterhaus said. 

   The Lady Braves have 
every reason to believe they can 
achieve their ultimate goal of 
winning a Championship. With 
players like Carlee Hoover, who 
leads the team in scoring, and 

Ryan Prochaska
Sports Reporter

Adversity | 8

Photo Courtesy BHC Braves

photo courtesy Anna Headley
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Men’s Basketball Team Ready for playoffs
   With only three games 
remaining on the schedule, the 
men’s basketball team is ready 
to take on the challenge of try-
ing to make a deep run in the 
playoffs. 
 The Braves have a record 
of 15-11, so far this season, and 
that includes an outstanding 
conference record of 8-1. Just 
recently the Braves had a huge 
upset victory against Kishwau-
kee College, who at the time 
was the number one ranked 
Divison II team in the nation.  
 With players like Jama-
ree Atwater and Brandon Vice 
leading the way, the Braves 
have a legitimate chance of 
winning a Regional Title or 
even a National Championship. 
Jamaree currently leads the 
team in points and Brandon is 
the team leader in rebounds, 
so it’s no secret just how im-
portant these two particular 
players are to the team. 
 It might be easy to say 
that Jamaree and Brandon are 
the undeniable leaders of the 
team, but Coach Bizarri be-
lieves leadership has to be a 
group effort. 
 “Everybody’s important 
for setting the tone. Leadership 
has to be a group effort. Lead-
ership means that people step 

up when their needed to, and 
if that’s always just one player 
then you’re going to have prob-
lems,” Coach Bizarri said. 
 “This group has done a 
good job of maturing and help-
ing lead one another. We’ve 
had different guys step up and 
provide that leadership when 
we’ve needed them to.” 
 Brandon Vice agrees the 
team’s success has come from 
a majority of players, not just 
one or two. “We really haven’t 
had anybody dominate all 
year. Usually when we need it, 
someone steps up and makes 
plays for us.” 
 The Braves will defi-
nitely be counting on their ex-
cellent three point shooting in 
the tournament, which should 
help give them a competitive 
advantage against their oppo-
nents. They currently have a 
national ranking of 6th over-
all in three pointers made this 
season. 
 Another strong point 
for the team this year has been 
their ability to distribute the 
basketball around consistently, 
as they are currently ranked 
11th overall in the nation in as-
sists per game. 
 Prior to the start of the 
season, Coach Bizarri and his 
staff relayed a powerful mes-
sage to the team - be respon-

sible, accountable, and coach-
able. With the way the Braves 
have competed this year, it is 
evident they got the message 
loud and clear. 
 “This has been a great 
group, probably the best group 
we’ve had as far as being re-
sponsible, accountable, and 
coachable,” Coach Bizarri said.  
 “I believe it’s one 
of the reasons we’ve been 
able to make so much prog-
ress throughout the season. 
They’ve been great around the 

campus and have done a good 
job in the classroom, and that’s 
translated on the floor.” 
 With a high scoring of-
fense and great team chem-
istry, there’s no reason not to 
believe that this year’s team 
can’t bring home a champion-
ship for the Braves Nation. 
 The Regional Tourna-
ment begins March 8, so stay 
tuned to ChieftainBHC.word-
press.com for more informa-
tion on the location, game 
times, and game summaries.

photo courtesy of Ryan Prochaska

Ryan Prochaska
Sports Reporter

Lauren Claus, who has one 
of the best shooting percentag-
es on the team, the Lady Braves 
can be a dynamic offense on 
any given night. Then you can’t 
forget about Courtney Colbert, 
who Coach Osterhaus refers to 
as the “Defensive Crazy Lady.” 

   “If Courtney doesn’t do 
anything except stop a player 
defensively she’s thrilled, that’s 
what she wants to do. Those 
are the things that don’t end 
up on the stats sheet. Her de-
fensive tenacity actually el-
evates our team as a whole as 
well,” Coach Osterhaus said. 

   This season has been an uphill 
battle for the Lady Braves and 
they’ve had their backs against 
the wall from the start of the 
season. It’s safe to say they have 
a chip on their shoulder, and they 
truly feel like they have something 
to prove to all those who doubted 
them from the very beginning. 

Ellie May explains it best, “We 
want to come back and beat the 
teams that beat us, so it’s pretty 
much revenge. We feel like we 
could have beat those teams 
but we just had off games, so 
it’s a challenge to go back and 
beat them. Being the under-
dogs can be fun at times, espe-
cially to prove people wrong.”         

Adversity cont., man Bennett Schneider.
The ECHL’s All Star Break then 

began, the Mallards not playing 
until Jan. 24 against the Maver-
icks. Missouri won 2-1 after the 
first two periods were scoreless, 
Perry scoring the lone Mallards 
goal at 14:23 while on the pow-
erplay with help from Nelson.

Jan. 28, saw the Mallards 
take on the Thunder again, 
losing 4-2 in a home-and-home 
series. After going down 4-0 
after two periods and switch-
ing goalies from Mosher to 
Milner, Perry scored twice on 
the powerplay. The first goal 
came from Lee, while the second 
one came from Lee and Nelson.

The Mallards beat the 
Thunder 3-1 on Jan. 30 
in a physically costly and 
poorly officiated battle.

Just 4:46 into the game 
Paxton Leroux and Lizon dropped 
the gloves for a brutal fight. Both 
received two-minute minors 
for removing their helmets, as 
well as injuries which sidelined 
them for the rest of the game.

 Matt Duffy scored on the 
powerplay to tie the game from 
Jannik Christensen and Lamou-
reux. Pusa scored with 1:12 left 
in the second from Justin Fox 
and Nelson. Nelson was hit from 
behind by Miller shortly after 
Pusa’s goal, and he did not return.

Monfredo and Dan Milan 
fought after the horn blew at the 
end of the second period. Mc-
Millan and Michael Trebish then 
began to fight as well, earning 
them ten-minute misconducts 
for secondary altercations. 

Monfredo scored on the 
empty net with assistance from 
Nicolas Rioux to finish the game.

Jan 31 saw the Mallards 
beat the Brampton Beast 3-1 
while wearing throwback 
sweaters which were auc-
tioned off after the game.

Baker opened the scoring 
for the Mallards, ending his 
seven game drought with help 
from Lee and Pusa. Fiddler 
scord in the sandwich stanza 
off of Grasso and Christensen.

Coach  Ruskowski switched 
the lines up that night, moving 
Grasso and Christensen to 
offense and shuffling the rest 
of the players and positions. 

That night marked Fox’s 
200th professional game. Leroux 
and Nelson were both out after 
having sustained concussions 
from the  previous night’s game.

The Genesis Post-Game 
Auction raised $19, 275 for 
Genesis’ Flu Free QC Program. 
The highest bid was on Ler-
oux’s sweater, going at $1500. 

The Mallards acquired 
forward Anthony Collins from the 

South Carolina Stingrays on Feb 
2. Collins didn’t play in the Feb. 
3 game against the Mavericks.

The Mallards beat the 3-1 
on Feb. 3, extending their win-
streak to three games while 
ending Missouri’s three game 
streak and securing second place 
in the ECHL’s Central Division.

During the first period 
Lamoureux suffered an injury and 
did not return. Eviston, who was 
dressed but not playing due to 
injury, took Lamoureux’s place. 

On Feb. 5 Perry signed a PTO 
with the Iowa Wild, a stint that has 
lasted until presstime on Feb. 11.

Feb. 6 the Mallards dropped 
a close contest against Wichita, 
dropping back into a tie for 
second place in the Central Di-
vision. Mosher put on a goalie 
clinic as he stopped 34 shots in 
the Mallards’ 2-1 loss. Fox scored 
the Mallards’ lone goal with help 
from Lamoureux and Collins.

Feb. 7 saw a penalty filled 
contest between Wichita and the 
Mallards, 136 combined penalty 
minutes being racked up, most 
of which in the third period. 
The Mallards won 6-2, the goals 
coming from Duffy (Christensen, 
Lamoureux) PP , Collins (Lamou-
reux, Fox), Grasso (Monfredo, 
McMillan), Fiddler (Lee), Flath, 
(Perdicaro, Bernhardt), Baker 
(Eviston, Fiddler) PP,  Duval 
(Wilson), Grasso (Fiddler) EN. 

Mallards cont.,
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“Grinder of the Month” with Ryan Prochaska

Ryan Prochaska
Sports Reporter

For sports fans, there’s 
nothing better than watch-
ing an outstanding athlete 
display their athletic skills on 
the playing field. But on some 
special occasions, the behind-
the-scenes story about an ath-
lete’s journey to success can 
be even more impressive than 
their athletic abilities. Jamaree 
Atwater’s story is definitely 
one of those special occasions.

The men’s basketball 
team here at Black Hawk has 
a rising star in Jamaree, who 
is a sophomore transfer from 
Kirkwood Community College. 
The starting forward’s produc-
tivity and leadership on the 
court has been a vital key for 
the Braves success this season.

   Atwater first started playing 
basketball in the seventh grade, 
and he will admit at first he wasn’t 
all that good at it. However, 
that didn’t stop Jamaree from 
working hard at pursuing his 
dream of becoming a profession-
al basketball player someday.

    “I just knew in my heart 
and soul that I really wanted 
to do this, so I just put the 
hard work in,” Atwater said.

   The next year it was evident 
that his hard work and determi-
nation was starting to pay off as 
Jamaree was already conquering 
the difficult task of slam dunking 
the basketball in the eighth grade.

 “When I first dunked in the 
eighth grade, I thought I was 
going to go to the NBA, so it was 
kind of like just building off that 
moment,” Atwater said. “That 
by itself pushed me to keep 
getting better at basketball.”

   Jamaree attended Moline 
High school, where he became 
a starter for the varsity team 
his sophomore year. Jamaree 
believes the experience he 
gained going up against junior 
and senior players every day 
made him mature not only as a 

player, but as a person as well. 
  “It was difficult being 

a sophomore starter. You’re 
kind of young out there, and 
the juniors and seniors kind 
of push you around, but it 
doesn’t do anything but make 
you stronger,” Atwater said. 

   As a junior, Jamaree was 
starting to receive letters from 
various Mid-major and Division 
II schools  and at the time, it 
seemed liked he was well on his 
way to accomplishing his lifelong 
dream of playing pro basket-
ball. Unfortunately, Jamaree’s 
basketball future would soon 
to be dramatically jeopardized.  

   Tragedy struck for Jamaree 
only six games into his senior 
season. While on his way down 
from attempting to connect on 
an alley- oop from his team-
mate, Jamaree’s leg snapped 
in half as he landed awkwardly. 
While lying on the floor in ago-

nizing pain, Jamaree started to 
think he may never get the op-
portunity to play the sport he 
loves again. He didn’t know it 
yet, but Jamaree’s basketball 
days were far from over with. 

   While recovering from 
his horrendous injury, the un-
thinkable happened. Jamaree 
was offered a scholarship from 
Kirkwood Community College.

    “It was unbelievable - I’m 
hurt, laying in a hospital bed and 
the coach is telling me he wants 
me to play for him,” Atwater said.

    Receiving a scholarship 
from Kirkwood gave Jamaree a 
whole new perspective on live. 
“Breaking my leg really matured 
me as a person, because you 
can’t take anything in life for 
granted. I took my injury as 
a stepping stone instead of 
taking it as a demoralizer.” 

   After eight long months of 

physical therapy, Jamaree was 
ready to return to the basketball 
court. Jamaree played at Kirk-
wood for two seasons, and he 
eventually would work his way 
into the starting lineup for the 
Eagles. Jamaree was definitely 
making the most of his second 
chance on the basketball court, 
but once again he would soon 
have to overcome adversity.    

   With too many distrac-
tions, Jamaree admits he didn’t 
make the best of decisions while 
at Kirkwood. However, Jamaree 
used his experience at Kirkwood 
as a learning curve. The basket-
ball star is currently working dili-
gently on his degree in business 
management & marketing, and 
he’s more determined than ever 
to become the first one in his 
family to receive a college degree.

   Through all the ups and 
downs, Jamaree has had one 
constant in his life - his mother. 
Jamaree grew up watching his 
mother working two jobs to 
support him and his younger 
brother, and that is when he 
learned the valuable life lesson 
that you have to work hard 
for everything in life. When-
ever Jamaree has an off game, 
his mother is always right 
there encouraging him not to 
dwell on a loss or a bad perfor-
mance. She also reminds him to 
always stay focused. Jamaree, 
without a doubt, dedicates all 
of his success to his mother. 

   “It’s all for my mom. 
People tell me I should do it 
for myself, but I want to be 
able to give my mom a better 
place to live, and give her and 
my grandmother a chance 
to go see the world because 
they’ve done so much for me.”

   From overcoming a serious 
injury to improving in the class-
room, Jarmaree has truly dis-
played what it takes to be your 
best everyday regardless of 
the circumstances, and this 
is why he was an easy choice 
for “Grinder of the month.”  

Atwater dunking during a game. Photo Courtesy Ryan Prochaska

The Mallards traveled to In-
dependence on Feb. 8 to face 
the Mavericks, losing 3-0. Jared 
Brown scored twice in the first 
five minutes of the game, his 
first coming from Lindsay Sparks 
and Scott Langdon at 1:40 at 
the second from Sparks and 
Patch Alber at 4:25. Andrew 
Courtney scored at 5:21 from 
Ryley Grantham and Martin 
Lee, sending Mosher to the 
bench for Milner to replace him. 

Mosher made  three saves 
on six shots while Milner made  
18 saves on as many shots.

The Feb. 11 game will 
be covered in the next 
issue due to presstime. 

Mallards cont.,
Did you know that 

there are people 
from more than 87 

countries studying at 
Black Hawk College? 

Come share a cof-
fee, a cookie, and a 
cultural experience. 

Cosponsored by ESL 
and Speech faculty 

members.
 

Tuesday Feb. 24 
11am-Noon, and 

Wednesday, Feb. 25  
Noon to 1p.m.

Building 4, Second 
Floor Restaurant 
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Circa’21 is current-
ly showing Les Miser-
ables, the fifth-longest 
running Broadway show.

Les Miserables, or as it’s 
commonly abbreviated, Les 
Mis, is a sweeping epic set in 
post-revolutionary France. It 
entails the life of parolee Jean 
Valjean as he watches over 
an orphan named Cosette, 
and is hunted by Inspec-
tor Javert over the course of 
almost 20 years. You will also 
see Fantine, Cosette’s mother, 
and her struggles at the be-
ginning. Marius fall in love 
with Cosette, Eponine’s unre-
quited love with Marius, and 
the June Rebellion of 1832. 

The entire cast was spec-
tacular, each voice stunning 
with every song. Don Denton 
thrilled as Valjean, while Eboni 
Fondren cracked the audi-
ence up as Madame Thenar-
dier. The set was simple yet 
resourceful, the stairs moving 
as needed for scenes. During 
Eponine’s “On My Own” and 
Javert’s “Soliloquy (Javert’s 
Suicide)”, the background was 
lit up as if there were stars. 

Having never seen Les 
Mis before, I wasn’t certain 

what to expect when I saw 
it on Jan. 25th. I’d heard the 
general storyline and some of 
the songs (thank my theatre 
nerd friend Abbie for that). I 
wasn’t disappointed with the 
staging of the heart-wrench-
ing “Empty Chairs at Empty 
Tables”, the background being 
lit red and the characters who 
had died at the barricade 
materializing. They stepped 
forward as Marius continued 
singing, only to disappear 
by the time he looked over. 

At the finale as Valjean 
died, Fantine and Eponine ap-
peared to guide him to heaven. 
Those who had died in the Rev-
olution appeared for the finale 
and reprised “Do You Hear 
The People Sing?”. They then 
joined hands as they sung, the 
theatre going dark as the final 
note echoed. The lights then 
returned for the cast to be 
greeted by a standing ovation. 

Overall, I’d give this per-
formance of Les Miserables a 
five out of five yellow papers. 
You can go see it until March 
21 at Circa’21 in down-
town Rock Island. To pur-
chase tickets, visit circa21.
com or call (309) 786-7733.

Les Miserables at Circa’21
Anna Headley
Sports Editor

American Sniper, American Hero

Ever since its release over 
MLK weekend last month, 
American Sniper has gripped 
audiences with its realistic war 
scenes and horrific recounts of 
history. The movie is based off 
a book written by Chris Kyle, 
recounting his experiences 
at war after the 9/11 attack. 

Directed by Clint Eastwood 
and staring Bradley Cooper as 
the now infamous Chris Kyle, 
American Sniper has been 
under heavy criticism. It seems 
as if you could ask anybody on 
campus and they would have 
an opinion, or at least have 
heard of someone else having 
an opinion on the movie. 

One of the things people 
have barked about this 
movie is that Chris Kyle must 
have been brutally racist. He 
shouldn’t be labeled as a hero 
because of all the lives he took 
– which ended up being over 
a hundred. Kyle killed so many 
because he enjoyed the killing. 

To all this, I’m taking the 
side of BHC student Jessica 
Estes. “I thought it was a 
very raw and emotional 
film. It really shows what it’s 
like to be fighting for your 

country, and trying to balance 
that with having a family.”

One thing I think people are 
neglecting to remember is that 
although he did kill an extraor-
dinary amount of people, he 
was at war. Try telling any one 
of those soldiers that he saved 
and is alive today because of 
him that he shouldn’t have 
killed so many – don’t think 
they’d be too happy with you. 

As for him being remark-
ably prejudice and racist, I 
think it’s safe to say that it is 
hard not to feel such a strong 
sense of nationalism when 
you’re risking your life for 
your country. There have been 
plenty other war films in the 
past; ones about WWII with 
the killing of the Nazi’s, or 
about how Americans killed 
Japanese after Pearl Harbor. 
The list goes on, and the only 
real difference between those 
films and this one is that this 
is supposedly really accurate. 

If you’ve heard that there 
are scenes in this movie that 
are uncomfortable to watch 
at times, you would be right. 
But even as someone who 
has never been to war, never 
been involved in military 
training, and does not know 

Gayle Grundstrom
Chieftain Reporter

I’m not sure which is dumber: 
Kim Jong-un or “The Interview.” I 
am completely flabbergasted as 
to how a movie manages to be 
offensive to both Kim Jong-un 
and those who see him and his 
legacy as a monument to false-
hoods, ostracization, and death. 
The film was advertised as if Kim 
Jong-un would be the brunt of the 
jokes, but for most of the movie 
he is depicted as a spoiled kid 
who harbors deep-seeded trou-
bles from his past. A movie has 
failed when it makes the protago-
nist, played by James Franco, far 
less likable than the antagonist.

 James Franco plays the ec-
centric Dave Skylark, the host of 
“Skylark Tonight,” which is a show 
that involves one-on-one inter-
views with celebrities in order 
to cash in on sensitive aspects of 
their lives. Seth Rogen, the second 
lead, plays producer Aaron Rapo-
port, who is the only rational 
and somewhat funny character 
throughout the movie. Franco’s 
character can be summed up as an 
unprincipled, puerile buffoon. His 
character gives me a glimpse into 
what it would be like if Dane Cook 
pulled my teeth without anesthe-
sia. While his expertise is in tabloid 
and celebrity news, he should 
have some basic understanding 
of the violations of human rights 
in North Korea, but his charac-
ter is willfully ignorant. Even with 
Seth Rogen’s character explaining 
how the North Korean govern-
ment treats its citizens, Skylark 
remains incredulous or simply 
indifferent to their suffering. 

 Early on, after discovering 
Kim Jong-un is a fan of the show, 
Rapoport is contemplating the 
ethical implications of conduct-
ing an interview with Kim or not. 
Since the terms of the interview 
means Kim Jong-un would dictate 
the questions, it would essentially 
be propaganda through a Western 
outlet. Skylark can’t be bothered 
to have the conversation. He 
instead pops ecstasy with Rapo-
port in order to reach the next 
scene via a “Hangover” segue.  At 
this point, we’re 20 minutes into 
the movie, and Skylark hasn’t said 
anything funny. Instead, he talks 
about his crotch smelling weird 
before being asked by the CIA to 
poison Kim Jong-un with ricin to 
topple the Kim dynasty. This con-
versation is dominated by Sky-
lark’s “jokes,” and we begin to 
learn the characters’ motivations. 
Skylark wants fame, Rapoport 
believes the interview will free 
the people of North Korea. Sorry, 
are we supposed to like Skylark? 
Are we not supposed to be 
rooting for his untimely demise?

 After the 30 minute mark, 
the rest of the movie boils down 
to hijinks in North Korea caused 
by Skylark’s stupidity and vanity. 
Worse yet, every time Skylark 
screws up, Rapoport is forced to 
pay the price. He gets attacked by 
a tiger, has a metal probe covered 
in tiger blood stuck up his anus, 
gets his fingers bit off, gets shot, 
etc. Skylark pals around with Kim 
Jong-un while having a blast, but 
then later gets shot once while 
wearing a bullet proof vest. If the 
world were just, he should have 
ended up in a hard labor camp 
with Kim. One hour into the movie 
and Skylark still hasn’t said any-
thing funny, and he’s still acting as 
a Kim apologist. Defending totali-
tarianism has never been so cool. 

 Skylark’s character arc 
finally inches toward growth when 
he discovers fake fruit and directly 
hears Kim threaten to kill millions 
of people to retain his rule. With 
40 minutes left in the film, the pro-
tagonist had to have the antago-
nist spell out why he’s the antago-
nist. So, it’s definitively proven in 
the beginning of the third act that 
our protagonist is, as I said before, 
an unprincipled, puerile buffoon. 

 I won’t entirely spoil the 
end, but democracy is achieved 
in North Korea by painting Kim 
Jong-un as someone who bumbles 
around incompetently on live 
television (if the North Koreans 
control the broadcast, and they 
rely on propaganda to retain 
power, then why are they doing 
it live?) before gaining his footing 
and scapegoats The United States. 
After six decades, North Korea 
has been engaged in propaganda 
to the point where it speaks anti-
American sentiments in its sleep, 
and it even has dedicated divisions 
to study and adopt other cultures’ 
writing styles in order to spread 
propaganda under the guise of 
non-North Korean writers, so 
how, exactly, is Kim Jong-un sud-
denly rhetorically sweating over 
such common indictments levied 
against his nation? Skylark is an in-
credibly stupid character, and for 
the plot to reach its climax and con-
clude, Kim Jong-un and most North 
Koreans were forced by the writers 
to lose half of their brain cells in 
order to be outsmarted by Skylark.

 If you don’t like to laugh, 
then I recommend “The Inter-
view.” If you want to be offended 
by characters in a movie, then I 
recommend “The Interview.” If you 
want to use a movie as a vehicle 
for poor comedy and poor politi-
cal commentary at the expense 
of the real problems of North 
Korea, then I recommend you 
go back in time in order to beat 
this movie to the punch.  

“The Interview”: 
Controversial for Different Reasons

Andrew Nesseler
Guest Contributor

Sniper | 11
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his calling as a relief worker in 
Syria where he was captured 
by ISIS in October of 2013.
 While in captivity, Kas-
sig converted to Islam taking 
the name Abdul-Rahman. Ac-
cording to previous ultimatums 
made by ISIS, the fact that Kas-
sig gave himself over to the 
Islamic religion should have 
made him exempt to the dan-
ger of execution in any form.
 As reported by Fawaz 
A. Gerges from CNN, “Kill-
ing a convert to Islam is an 
extremely serious violation 
of the well-established con-
sensus in the Islamic commu-
nity on the sacredness of life 
for converts to the religion.”
 Despite numerous 
pleas made by both moder-
ate and radical Islamic cler-
ics for ISIS to spare Kassig’s 
life, he was beheaded in a re-
ported “act of desperation by 
this terrorist organization that 
has found itself on the run.”
 ISIS has shown its true 
colors in this one act, reveal-
ing “how little regard the 
so-called “Islamic State” has 
for Islamic values.” Behead-
ing Western hostages is one 
of few ways ISIS has in its 
pocket to retaliate against the 
American-led airstrikes – air-
strikes that have started to 
show significant progress.
 More recently, while 
ISIS still controls approximate-
ly 50,000 square kilometers 
of Iraq and nearly 30% of Syr-
ian territory, smaller battles 
are making large strides. The 
Syrian border town of Ko-
bani has been reclaimed by 
Kurdish fighters after more 
than 100 days of battle.
 Airstrikes continue to 
take its toll on the infrastruc-
ture and field commanders of 
ISIS. It is hoped that ISIS’ losses 
in Kobani will deter the former 
attraction of foreign fighters. 
In addition, it has been re-
ported that there have already 
been many ISIS deserters, with 
dozens of them executed.
 Analysts believe that “a 
stream of disillusioned foreign-
ers” will try to escape ISIS ter-
ritory in the coming months.
 As they attempt to 
regroup, ISIS relies on such 
tactics as using roadside 
bombs because they can-
not move in force due to the 

threat of airstrikes. Thus, it 
has become increasingly dif-
ficult for ISIS to maintain its 
supply lines in the region.
 Iraqi commanders re-
port that the province of Di-

yala is back in government 
hands. Regaining Mosul, a 
city of 1.5 million people on 
the Tigris River, is now consid-
ered the “key prize.” Progress 
has been made by both Pesh-
merga and Iraqi forces in areas 
north, west, and south of Mo-
sul, resulting in restricting ISIS’ 
movement and threatening 
their resupply route to Syria.
 The Institute for the 
Study of War (ISW), which 
specifically studies military 
activity in Iraq and Syria, be-
lieves that ISIS plans to dig a 
defensive trench around Mo-
sul. They also reported that ex-
ecutions have increased across 
Nineveh province, which ISW 
believes is a sign that “ISIS is 
feeling pressured by internal 
resistance in the province.”
 Previous indications led 
to the possibility of a Janu-
ary offensive to retake Mosul. 
However, an attack on Mosul 
would require detailed coor-
dination on several levels. In 
addition, it must be well in-
formed by reliable intelligence, 
and have solid support from 
the air. To this end, analysts 
have reported that a “mas-
sive intelligence-gathering 
effort is already under way.”
 Analysts also pointed 
out that most of Mosul’s re-
maining residents are primar-
ily Sunni Arabs who would 
not receive help from Kurd-

ish and Shia militia. There-
fore, forces from the reconsti-
tuted Iraqi army would have 
to take the lead. Observers 
state that an attempt to re-
take Mosul would likely not 

happen until this summer.
 The gain of Kobani is 
but one small battle won in 
this war against ISIS. Their des-
peration continues to show in 
the most recent of unthink-
able killings. Tuesday, Feb 
3, ISIS released a video of a 
Jordanian pilot doused with 
gasoline and burned to death 
while inside a large cage, with 
no escape possible. When the 
fire finished burning, the cage, 
with the murdered pilot in-
side, was buried by a bulldozer.
 This Jordanian pilot was 
captured by ISIS in December 
2014 and was supposed to have 
been traded in exchange for an 
Iraqi woman held in a Jorda-
nian prison since 2005 for her 
role in a suicide bombing that 
killed 60 people in Amman.
 In retaliation for the 
brutal actions by ISIS, the Jor-
danian King called for the 
deaths of two ISIS prisoners, 
one of them being the Iraqi 
woman who was supposed to 
be part of the exchange for the 
pilot. While some Jordanians 
were upset with their king for 
refusing to make the exchange, 
it is clear that King Abdullah 
was accurate in his choice.
 ISIS never truly intend-
ed to make that prisoner ex-
change. Reports from NBC ver-
ified that, while the video of 
this burning was just released 
this week, the actual event oc-

curred as much as a month ago.
 I spoke with Sergeant 
Tim Lue about these ISIS relat-
ed events over the past several 
months. He is a student here 
at Black Hawk College who has 
served in both the Marines and 
the Army, and is currently serv-
ing in the Army Reserves. He re-
flected to a time in 2007 when 
he worked security detail while 
Sadam Hussain was being tried.
 Sergeant Lue remem-
bered saying to a friend, 
“It’s only a matter of time 
before someone rises up.”
 His instincts were cor-
rect as we see the events 
that have been unfolding in 
Iraq and Syria since last June. 
While ISIS fighters were busy 
making headlines, Sgt. Lue 
was deployed overseas and 
unaware of the beheadings 
and fighting in Iraq and Syria.
 Needless to say, Lue was 
sickened when he learned what 
was occurring with ISIS. He com-
mented that an ideal mission 
would result in being able to 
change the mind of the enemy
without having to shoot a bul-
let. Clearly, with the extreme 
disregard ISIS has shown for hu-
man life – even when involving 
converts to Islam – reasoning 
seems far from the ISIS agenda.
 Sergeant Lue has had 
the privilege of being de-
ployed in successful missions. 
He knows the satisfaction 
that can come from help-
ing other countries through 
effective military service.
 Unfortunately this war 
with ISIS has not been, and will 
not be, an easy victory. Howev-
er, the U.S. led Coalition against 
ISIS is making progress. That 
fact should not be overlooked 
because of the desperate and 
unthinkable actions by ISIS.

has never been to war, 
never been involved in mili-
tary training, and does not 
know many veterans, this film 
tugged on my heart strings. 

I was nervous before actu-

ally seeing the movie because I 
had heard so much about how 
graphic the war scenes were. 
But don’t let that deter you 
from seeing the film! There’s 
a very successful balancing 
act that occurs between all 
the hell he goes through over-

seas, and the relationship he 
has with his wife and kids. 

There’s an undeniable 
sense of humble patriotism at 
the end of the film – the audi-
ence sits in a stunned disbelief. 
Although not every one may 

agree with all the messages in 
the film, it’s worth watching. 
When you cut right down to it, 
this film is trying to project what 
the men and women in the 
armed forces face, and that was 
a very liberating thing to see.   

Sniper cont.,

Kobani cont’d

Kurdish fighter with son after recapturing Kobani 
photo courtesy of CNN.com

Sergeant Tim Lue, US Army & 
Black Hawk Student

From Front Page 
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Across
1. (Musician) Give me some help, kid. 

Initial: H
3. (Movie) The nostril after three had an 

appetite. Initial: N
7. (Musician) My bugs out in the country 

are a bit sick. Initials: AAF
10. (Musician) A part of my leg can open 

the door with the notch. Initials: NM
11. (Musician) A hound who sniffs around. 

Initials: SD
12. (Musician) The last double-digit page. 

Initial: P

Down
2. (Actor) The cartoon cat is in a specific 

place in the barn. Initials: SS
4. (Musician) The yard is still a mess. May I 

ask if you did your chores? Initial: D
5. (Holiday) Dee Vee. Initial: C
6. (Movie) My toothache is near this loca-

tion. Initial: J
8. (Actor) Mr. Skywalker affirmed his iden-

tity at the tennis match. Initials: TWL
9. (Movie) A reflective, patriotic aluminum 

can. Initials: AS
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